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A LETTER FROM BRIAN ZIMMERMAN
Summer Wonders in Cleveland Metroparks
Hello everyone,
Happy July! I hope you and your families have been staying safe
while still taking in all of the natural wonders that summer can offer
us. While we have had to cancel much of our summer programming
due to COVID-19, the parks are still here for you to explore safely on
your own.
This special edition of the Emerald Necklace will hopefully offer and your families some
great ideas for your next summer adventure. You can learn from our naturalists about
native wildlife in the parks like snakes, American minks and the differences between
dragonflies and damselflies. Or check in with our Outdoor Recreation team on watersports
and the best trails for a family hike. We also have great information for our expert nature
lovers — who would have thought our urban Park District would be home to more than
50 rare plant and animal species?
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There are also many exciting behind-the-scenes efforts we have updates on. Since fall
2019, construction of the Red Line Greenway, Whiskey Island Connector and Wendy Park
Bridge has been progressing on schedule for completion in early 2021. These trails are
connecting our communities together and will provide greater access to the Lakefront
from downtown. 2021 will be a momentous year for our regional trail network. We can’t
wait to share them with you.
While we have all been impacted by COVID-19, we want to continue to be a resource for
you and your families during this time. Thank you for your patience with our restrictions
in certain areas. These efforts allow us to remain open and provide proper space for all
who visit. We continue to look for creative ways for guests to enjoy the parks and offerings
while staying safe.
Our golf courses remain open for people to enjoy with important safety measures in place.
I hope you have been able to enjoy the beauty of our scenic courses this summer. If you
haven’t yet, I encourage you to do so. Our newest renovations at Seneca Golf Course have
made it one of my favorite courses around.
I also want to thank you, our conservation community, for your continued support of
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo during this time. While we all look forward to the day we can
again take a walk through the Zoo and explore The RainForest, the support from the
community has been critical to our animal care teams, conservation teams and everyone
involved in the Zoo’s day-to-day operation.
We all look forward to returning to normal, and while much is uncertain around us, the
Emerald Necklace remains a place of comfort and normalcy for us all to continue to return
to during this time. Stay active and stay safe.
See you soon,
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Brian Zimmerman
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Summer
Wildflower
Bloom
Timeline

S

JULY – AUGUST

Boneset

Common milkweed

Swamp milkweed

Butterfly milkweed

Purple coneflower

Cardinal flower

Pale jewelweed

Monkey flower

Wild bergamot

Great blue lobelia

ummer wildflowers bring a rainbow of
color to the meadows and open areas
of Cleveland Metroparks. Continuous
blooms from early June through early October
are essential for nectar and pollen gathering
insects, as well as their predators. The peak
of the blooming season is July when many
blooming times cross with each other. August
and September blooming flowers are crucial for
insects preparing for winter or migration. Here
is just a sample of what might be found within
your Cleveland Metroparks.

The best spots to view summer wildflowers:
Acacia Reservation:
Woodpecker Loop

AUGUST – SEPTEMBER

Bedford Reservation:
Astorhurst
Brecksville Reservation:
Native Prairie near Nature Center
Gardens in front of Trailside Program Center
Euclid Creek Reservation:
All Purpose Trail at Wildwood Entrance lot

Dense blazing star

Wingstem

Canada goldenrod

Green-headed coneflower

Ironweed

Joe-pye weed

Late boneset

Small white aster

Woodland sunflower

North Chagrin Reservation:
Rogers Meadow
Ohio & Erie Canal Reservation:
Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail
South Chagrin Reservation:
Jackson Field
West Creek Reservation:
All Purpose Trail at Monarch Bluff Picnic Area
All Purpose Trail at Bluebird Point Overlook

clevelandmetroparks.com
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INSIDE OUR PARKS

Snakes vs. Humanity

T

he fear of snakes is an evolutionary
defense that developed in primates
over thousands of years. Across the
world there are potentially dangerous
species that possess deadly venom or
incredible size and strength. Humans, like
other primates, have the innate ability
to quickly recognize snakes as a defense
against being bitten. Fortunately, no such
species live in Cleveland Metroparks. Eleven
native species have been recorded here, all
of which are non-venomous and only bite
when provoked. Humans have overcome
many evolutionary predispositions through
education and experience, but the fear of
snakes is one that lingers. By understanding
the ecological and economic value of
snakes, we can work to protect them and
appreciate their place in nature.

Eastern garter snake

A Peek at the

A
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Northern ringneck snake

Northern brown snake

Northern ringneck snakes are a radiantly
colored species that feed on a range of
invasive worms that have been introduced
to our forests. While there may not be
enough snakes to limit the spread of
these worms, they certainly lend a helping
hand.
We are predisposed to the fear of snakes,
but coexisting is essential to certain
aspects of the natural world. Next time
you see a snake, remember it is playing a
bigger role than you may think!
Jake Kudrna, Naturalist
CanalWay Center

Gray ratsnake

American Mink

Catching sight of a nocturnal creature lends
its own difficulties. You’re not likely to be
out for a hike amid the night sky. Perhaps
this alludes to
an evolutionary
benefit of
nocturnality?
Lucky for wildlife
watchers, even
nocturnal
animals will
An American mink
traverse their
captured by infrared
photography atop a
habitats during
frozen pond near Rocky
daylight hours.
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Northern brown and Eastern gartersnakes
are among the most common and
acknowledged as an economically
valuable species in our area. They hunt
pests like slugs and other invertebrates
that may damage crops or gardens and
are considered a cleanup crew that can
benefit your wallet.

Eastern milksnake

mong the nocturnal mammals
navigating Cleveland Metroparks is
the American mink (Neovison vison),
but have you been lucky enough to see
one?

River Nature Center.

Eastern milksnakes and gray ratsnakes
are among our most feared local species.
They possess the ability to vibrate their
tails against dried vegetation in a way
that tricks us into thinking they are
rattlesnakes. However, they are nonvenomous and are valued ecologically.
Specialized in eating rodents, these
snakes help contain the spread of disease
and prevent rodent overpopulation.

Mink can be found along woodland
edges of streams and rivers, plus they
can be spotted swimming in ponds and
lakes. Look fast, as a mink’s senses will
detect you long before you discover
them.
A true carnivoran, American mink
prefer to eat frogs and bird eggs. These
are easy targets for a nimble threepound predator. However, a mink’s
complete diet will consist of far more,
such as stream fish, crayfish, and small
mammals. The muscular jaw is loaded
with teeth to assist with the broad diet:
12 incisors at the tip of the snout for
cutting, 4 canines for stabbing, and 18
cheek teeth for crushing and grinding. A
perfect recipe for squirming prey.
Breeding no sooner than late winter

with a variable gestation period of one
or two months, a female American mink
will birth two to six young by April or May.
Born with their eyes closed and otherwise
helpless, a first-year mink will not venture
far from the stream bank until early
summer. It is not unsafe to encounter
a mink in its natural habitat. Share the
land and view from a distance. Of the 60
species of mammals found in Ohio, 44
can be in found in Cleveland Metroparks.
There are many other animals to enjoy
while hoping to cross paths with a mink!
Marty Calabrese, Naturalist
Rocky River Nature Center

NATURALIST’S ALMANAC

Summer’s Sounds and Sights Explode in July
The sweltering summer days of July
have arrived and the forests that were
once filled with bird’s song now give
way to insect serenades.
During the day, annual cicadas burst
into song as soon as temperatures spike
and the meadows are filled with crickets’
and grasshoppers’ raspy calls. After
the sun sets, the chorus grows richer as
katydids join symphony, singing from
high in the tree canopy. The abundance
of these insects provide a bounty for
other animals, as birds and rodents
take advantage of the plentiful proteinpacked meals.
While most resident breeding birds have
already fledged – young, brilliant blackand-gold American goldfinches and
ornately colored cedar waxwings only
now begin to gather nesting material.
Bird songs still dominate the sounds of

early morning in the deep woodlands, but
as the month’s end draws near, warblers,
tanagers, thrushes and other resident species
go quiet as the nesting season winds down.
Young red-shouldered and broad-winged
hawks are now patrolling the woodland
edges. The very first of the year’s migrant
shorebirds are heading southward, and
blackbirds again begin to build in flocks.
It’s high time to find a virtual cornucopia
of butterflies, dragonflies and damselflies.
Flashy swallowtails, sulphurs, azures, and
fritillaries adorn the heads of grassland
wildflowers. The airspace above wetlands,
ponds and lakes is a flurry of wings with
skimmers, dashers, darners, forktails, and
pondhawk dragonflies and damselflies
mating and catching small insect prey.

Today Your Parks and Trails Need You
Cleveland Metroparks is home to over
300 miles of hiking, mountain biking,
biking, bridle and all-purpose trails
located throughout 18 reservations.
Since the beginning of the COVID19 pandemic, our reservations have
remained open for you and for our
community, with our top priorities being
your safety, health and wellness, and
the ongoing protection of our natural
resources.
We have experienced unprecedented
usage of Cleveland Metroparks trails as
the desire to be outdoors and connect

with nature has increased among our
community.
Today we need your help more than ever
to protect and maintain our well-loved
trails as COVID-19 stretches our resources
thin. Please consider a special gift to our
Trails Fund, the area that is in most need
right now. Your support is vital and any
amount will make a difference.
Your donation will help preserve, maintain
and expand our trail network and ensure
that the Park District’s trails will continue
to inspire and connect visitors for
generations to come.

The stunning colors of large rosemallow
and pickerelweed flowers adorn the edges
of wetlands and ponds. Milkweed — the
host plant of the monarch butterfly —
begins to explode its crown of pink flowers.
Large fields hold tall stands of purple
ironweed and its look-alike Joe-pye weed,
purple coneflower, Queen Anne’s lace, all
important plants for nectaring insects.
Jewelweed is flourishing in vast clumps in
sunlit patches of woodlands and woodland
edges. By the end of July, early goldenrod,
first of many goldenrods to bloom,
becomes a harbinger of autumn as it adds
touches of bright yellow to shady open
places along parkways.

“In our 103-year history, we’ve never
seen anything like this. Our parks have
proven to be more important — and are
more loved — than ever before.”
Brian Zimmerman
Support Cleveland Metroparks today:
Online: clevelandmetroparks.com/donate
By mail: Send your check made payable to
Cleveland Metroparks to:
Cleveland Metroparks Development Dept.
4101 Fulton Parkway, Cleveland, OH 44144
For questions or to give by phone:
Contact Sarah Wilson at (216) 635-3261 or
sew1@clevelandmetroparks.com
To learn more about including Cleveland
Metroparks in your will or estate plan,
please contact Karen Kannenberg, Director
of Principal Giving, at (216) 635-3217.

clevelandmetroparks.com
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CAPITAL PROJECTS

Visible Trail Construction Progress
on the Lakefront

2021 will be a momentous time for
“ Early
trails in the city of Cleveland. All five TIGER

trail projects as well as the final segments of
the 100+ mile Towpath Trail will open for use.

S

ince first applying for Federal
Transportation Investment
Generating Economic Recovery
(TIGER) funding in the spring of 2016,
Cleveland Metroparks and partners have
been hard at work on planning, design,
and construction of the Canal Basin
Park Connector, Cleveland Lakefront
Bikeway Connector, Red Line Greenway,
Whiskey Island Connector, and the Wendy
Park Bridge. The five projects together
received $7.95M of funds from the TIGER
discretionary grant program. The grant
application was submitted in partnership
with the Trust for Public Land and L.A.N.D.
studio, Inc. In addition to the awarded
TIGER funds, an additional $8.5M of funds
have been committed and secured for
the projects from governmental and
philanthropic programs and partners.

Five Projects with One Goal
Collectively, the five projects connect
disparate nodes of eight Cleveland
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neighborhoods with four miles of trail
linking more than 66,000 Cleveland
residents to centers of employment,
schools, shopping districts, and parks
and recreation facilities. Furthermore,
the trails interconnect greenspace
to the soon to be complete Towpath
Trail and the Cleveland Foundation
Centennial Lake Link Trail. By filling
critical gaps in the active transportation
network in the city of Cleveland, the
project will support resident mobility
and both economic and recreational
opportunities.

Part One of Completion
Construction of the Canal Basin Park
Connector and the Cleveland Lakefront
Bikeway Connector trails was completed
in the summer of 2019. The Canal Basin
Park Connector connects the Cleveland
Foundation Centennial Lake Link Trail to
Canal Basin Park with a combination of
a protected all-purpose trail, sidewalk

improvements, and bike lanes on Center
Street in the Flats. The constructed
connection will serve as a route around
Irishtown Bend on the west site of the
Flats until such time as a trail network is
constructed on the challenged hillside
below W. 25th Street.
Since the fall of 2019 and though the
spring, and the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic,
construction of the Red Line Greenway,
Whiskey Island Connector, and Wendy
Park Bridge has been progressing on
schedule. All projects are set for a spring
2021 completion and opening.

Red Line Greenway
The Red Line Greenway, a 10 foot wide
all-purpose trail parallels the Greater
Cleveland Regional Transit Authority’s
Red Line from Michael Zone Recreation
Center at W. 53rd approximately
two miles east to the intersection of
Columbus and Franklin Roads where

Wendy Park Bridge
The Wendy Park Bridge will link Wendy
Park on Whiskey Island via the Whiskey
Island Connector Trail to the West Bank of
the Flats over the Norfolk Railroad tracks.
The bridge will connect to the existing
sidewalk of the Willow Street lift bridge
which crosses the old channel of the
Cuyahoga River. Currently, the bridge
piers and abutments are complete and
off-site fabrication of the bridge truss
members is taking place. This fall it is
expected that the bridge truss will be put
in place over the railroad tracks.

Cleveland Foundation Centennial Trail.

Whiskey Island Connector Trail

the trail will connect with the Cleveland
Foundation Centennial Lake Link Trail
and Towpath Trail on the south end of
Irishtown Bend. The trail will be accessible
from several intermediate locations
including W. 44th St., W. 41st St., W. 25th
St., and Columbus Rd. near Abbey Ave.
Currently, work is concentrated on the
east end of the trail corridor and activity
is easily visible at the Franklin Ave.
connection to the Cleveland Foundation
Centennial Lake Link Trail.

The Whiskey Island Connector Trail
will link Edgewater Park to Wendy
Park on Whiskey Island with 1.2 miles
of all-purpose trail providing great
views of the active Port of Cleveland’s
Bulk Terminal. Formation of the trail
can be seen along the Cleveland Bulk
Terminal and in Wendy Park where the
trail meets the Wendy Park Bridge.

Early 2021 will be a momentous time for
trails in the city of Cleveland. All five TIGER
trail projects as well as the final segments
of the 100+ mile Towpath Trail will open
for use. These significant additions to the
trail network will allow for increased active
transportation options for a large section
of the city’s residents, and will likewise
serve an increasing local recreational and
tourist base.
COAST GUARD
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CONSERVATION & SCIENCE

A Refuge for
Rarities

T

he great diversity of forests, meadows
and wetlands found throughout
Cleveland Metroparks serve as
important habitat for seldom-seen plants
and animals. Many of these rarities go
unnoticed by casual park visitors but garner
plenty of attention from ecologists and
naturalists because of what they can tell us
about natural history and the overall health
of an ecosystem.
The long history of nature study in
Cleveland Metroparks has helped put a
spotlight on beautiful places like Tinker’s
Creek Gorge and Whipp’s Ledges. But
it’s the nuanced interplay of geology,
hydrology and climate in those areas
that provides specialized settings for
finicky plants like round-leaved dogwood
(Cornus rugosa), stout goldenrod (Solidago
squarrosa) and black-fruited rice grass (Patis

Pennsylvania hawthorn

racemosa). In some cases these species
had not been observed in the park system
for many decades, only to be recently
rediscovered. In other cases, species
like Pennsylvania hawthorn (Crataegus
pennsylvanica) and Fuller’s bristle-berry
(Rubus fulleri), both endangered in
Ohio, have recently been discovered in
Cleveland Metroparks for the first time. In
fact, the populations of these two species
within the park system are some of the
healthiest in the entire state. Who would
have thought that our urban Park District
would house more than 50 rare plant and
animal species?
Documenting rare features is now easier
than ever due to the widespread use of
smart phones and well-designed apps.

Preserve + Our + Parks

I

n these uncertain times, we are thrilled that the Park District is
not only a “refuge for rarities”, but also for our guests. If you have
recently visited the parks on a warm, sunny day, you have probably
experienced firsthand an increase in visitation. In many cases, our
all-purpose trails and bridle trails can accommodate this increased
usage and inevitable impact. On the other hand, the increased traffic –
especially after wet weather — has widened previously narrow, natural
surface trails and trampled nearby wildflowers.
Similarly, while many visitors carefully heed social distancing
recommendations and respect the valuable natural resources around
us, recent damage to our forests, floodplains and wetlands serves as a
reminder to guests of best practices while visiting the parks.
When visiting, guests should
follow a “leave no trace”
mentality. Collecting natural
materials such as ramps
and mushrooms, as well as
capturing wildlife from the
park is strictly prohibited.

Unauthorized campsite left by
visitors that had to be dismantled
8
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Fuller’s bristle-berry

Stout goldenrod

In just the past two years, Cleveland
Metroparks Natural Resources Division
has imported more than 600 new
observations into our Natural Features
Database where they are reviewed and
assigned a conservation status. This
information is then used alongside other
data to guide land acquisition, restoration
and management decisions. Records of
rare plants and animals are also shared
with state agencies and other regional
conservation partners to help with
broader-scale conservation efforts. All of
this work will lead to greater protections
for at-risk species and more opportunities
for exciting discoveries.
John Reinier, Wetland Ecologist
Watershed Stewardship Center

Additionally, camping is not allowed, except for
designated areas, and guests should not create
bootleg trails that would prove detrimental to
plants and wildlife.
Help keep our parks clean and please consider the
following actions to preserve the places you love:
• Avoid narrow, natural surface trails after wet
weather. Opt for the All Purpose Trail or bridle
trails.
• Take only pictures. Do not pick wildflowers,
mushrooms or any other living material.
• Keep dogs on leash and stay on trails.
• Keep wildlife wild. Do not feed wildlife.
• Only park vehicles in authorized areas.
• Heed trail closures and other temporary
restrictions.
• Report suspicious activity to Cleveland
Metroparks Police (440-331-5530).
Together we can safeguard the natural resources
that provide clean air and water, places to recreate
and rejuvenate, habitat for flora and fauna. Proper
park use today equals exploration and appreciation
opportunities for future generations.

ZOO NEWS

Letter from
Dr. Chris Kuhar
Hello everyone,

Pictured along with the Zoo’s veterinary staff is one of the Zoo’s female black
bears getting an exam and CT scan as part of the preventative medicine
program. The CT scan was able to point out a couple areas of vertebral disk
disease associated with her spine. This information and imaging will allow
the staff to better manage her condition as she continues to age.

Excellence in Animal Care
at Cleveland Metroparks Zoo

I

n 2004 the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo was the first zoo in the world
to have a CT scanner in its veterinary hospital and by doing so set
the bar for excellence in zoological medicine.

It typically starts with a morning phone call from a concerned keeper
that something is not right with one of the animals they care for.
From there we look at the animal and if the cause is not obvious, we
must decide how to evaluate our patient further. That is where our
new CT scanner often comes in.
With an ability to do scans of patients in a fraction of the time of
our previous scanner, the Philips Brilliance 64 slice CT scanner is a
significant upgrade from the single slice unit it replaced. The new CT
scanner was donated by MetroHealth last October when they heard
that we were looking to replace the original equipment. Thanks
to their donation, as well as generous support from a Cleveland
Zoological Society Board member, we were able to move forward
with this significant upgrade.
CT scanners use a combination of X-rays and a computer to create
pictures of organs, bones, and other tissues which allows us to
evaluate animals more effectively when they are ill. The new scanner
allows us to provide an even higher level of care to most of the
animals we care for with the only limitations being that they can fit
through the 27-inch wide circular opening and are under the 440
lbs. weight limit the machine can handle. Fortunately for us that
covers most of the animals here at the zoo. With increased resolution,
decreased scan time, and an improved ability to manipulate the
images this scanner really allows us to help determine what might be
causing a problem for an animal.
So, odds are the next time we have a kangaroo with a tooth infection,
a monkey that is not feeling well, or an unusual case we’re stumped
on, there is a good chance that with the help of the new scanner we’ll
be able to figure it out.
Dr. Michael Selig,
Head of Veterinary Programs

Despite all of the challenges
associated with the COVID-19
pandemic, including stay-athome mandates in place all over the world, it is more
important than ever to recognize that the difficult
but rewarding work of protecting wildlife never
takes a break. We are proud to report that Cleveland
Metroparks Zoo has demonstrated consistent leadership
in maintaining strong support for our global wildlife
conservation efforts throughout this crisis.
We maintain regular communications with our
international wildlife conservation partners and are
proud to share that the Zoo’s six Future for Wildlife
programs continue to carry out essential fieldwork
activities all around the world. In Rwanda, teams of
Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund trackers are working in rotation
to provide non-stop, daily protection for gorillas. In
Uganda, our Giraffe Conservation Foundation partners
continue to undertake de-snaring, surveying, and antipoaching work to safeguard giraffe populations. In
Tanzania, our Ruaha Carnivore Project Lion Defenders
are continuing to monitor and track lions and help
protect local communities and their livestock and
livelihoods. In Colombia, our Andean Bear Conservation
Alliance team is creating remote training workshops and
continuing to conduct monitoring programs to study
these elusive bears. And in Vietnam, our Education for
Nature Vietnam partners are on the front lines every day,
combating wildlife trafficking and launching public
education campaigns that increase awareness, reduce
demand for illegal wildlife and wildlife products and
encourage people to report wildlife crimes.
During these challenging times, we ask you to
remember that while wildlife populations and the
human communities who help us protect them may be
especially vulnerable, our amazing conservation heroes
are still securing a future for wildlife all over the world.
They are able to continue their important work because
your Zoo, in partnership with the Cleveland Zoological
Society, continues to provide vital support for essential
conservation activities.
Together we are all making a difference. You can learn
more about our programs and join us in securing a
future for wildlife at FutureForWildlife.org.
Stay safe, stay healthy, and thank you.
Christopher W. Kuhar, Ph.D.
Executive Director, Cleveland Metroparks Zoo
clevelandmetroparks.com
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OUTDOOR RECREATION

WATER …a Great Way for Summer Fun!
J
ust as ice cream is a hallmark of
summer, so too are days spent at
the water’s edge cooling off from
the sun’s determined glare. This summer
consider answering the water’s call in a
new way, through a variety of paddling
opportunities. A vast network of rivers
and lakes are found in Northeast Ohio,
including six scenic rivers and three water
trails designated by the Ohio Department
of Natural Resources (ODNR).

The Cuyahoga River is among the
rivers designated by ODNR as a water
trail. The tranquil waters of the Upper
Cuyahoga River are calm enough to be
paddled in both directions making it a
great destination for newer paddlers,
families, or for viewing nature. For a
little challenge, try Kent’s Historic section
or the Cuyahoga Valley National Park
section of the Cuyahoga River. Bring
a dry bag lunch and have an on-water
picnic. Paddlers can make use of nearby
hike and bike trails to arrange paddle
and peddle shuttle alternatives to assist
with social distancing.
Inland lakes, including Hinckley and
Wallace Lake, are among the familyfriendly paddlesport locations. Kayaks
and stand up paddleboards are among
the rental opportunities at Cleveland
Metroparks Hinckley Lake Boathouse.
Paddlers can rent and enjoy paddling
the Rocky River departing from Emerald

Necklace Marina. For views of downtown
Cleveland, paddlers experienced with
navigating boat traffic and carrying
additional safety equipment may
explore the Lower Cuyahoga River
or Lake Erie itself. For more boating
locations and paddling safety tips, visit
clevelandmetroparks.com/paddlesafety.
No matter which water way is chosen
when answering the call, summer fun is
sure to follow.
Ashley Rossetti
Recreation Specialist

Clean, Drain, Dry Your Boat

F

rom paddling on the flatwater of
Hinckley Lake to fishing on beautiful
Wallace Lake or powerboating
on Lake Erie, Northeast Ohio is full of
water adventures. As you discover all of
these gems, help us protect our precious
waterways by following the clean, drain,
dry initiative, which helps stop aquatic
hitchhikers from being moved from place
to place.
Aquatic hitchhikers or aquatic nuisance
species (ANS) are things that live in
the water that are non-indigenous and
threaten the native species. Essentially,
they cause harm in some way, to the
environment, economy, or people. ANS
are warrior species, often with no
predators. They push out and take over
and include animals such as round gobies
10
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and zebra mussels. Zebra mussel larvae
are microscopic making them easy to
transport. ANS includes plant life such as
Eurasian watermilfoil and hydrilla. A oneinch fragment of transported hydrilla is
enough to start an infestation. It is up to
all of us to stop the spread.
Do your part by taking the Clean Boater
Pledge:
• Clean: off visible aquatic plants,
animals, and mud from all equipment
before leaving water access. This
includes boats, fishing rods, shoes, etc.
• Drain: any areas that hold water such
as kayak hatch/cockpit, bilge, live well, or
motor before leaving water access.
• Dry: make sure your boat/equipment
is completely dry before launching into

another body of water. At least five days
is recommended. At minimum, dry these
items with a sponge/towel before reuse.
Together, we can stop aquatic hitchhikers
and keep our waterways clean. Go
explore the breathtaking waterways
in Northeast Ohio from kayak, SUP,
powerboat, or simply with a fishing rod in
hand. Just remember, “Clean, Drain, Dry.”
Rachel Nagle
Outdoor Recreation Manager

IN YOUR BACKYARD

Backyard
Pennsylvania hawthorn

Bu Hunting

Lady beetle larvae

Katydid
Photo credit: Wolfgang Hasselmann

A

re you ready to find some bugs?
Before you start hunting for bugs,
you will want to know a little bit
about them. Insects have six legs, two
antenna, three body parts (head, thorax,
and abdomen), some have wings and
they all have specialized mouth parts
depending on what they eat. A lot of
insects use camouflage to blend into their
environment. They can live in a variety of
places in your yard. Some live in trees or
shrubs, others like the dark hiding spots
in your bushes or gardens, some just stop
by to visit your flowers, and others like to

hangout in your grass. Whatever your
yard looks like, trust it has bugs.
Next, you need a device to catch them!
You can use a bug net, any container, or
even just your hands. Some find that a
magnify glass is helpful to investigate
the insects you catch. Once you have
your tools go outside and think like a
bug. Remember they are tiny and like to
hide using camouflage. You may need
to flip over rocks, logs, sticks, and leaves
in your search. Flying and jumping bugs
are hard to catch but if you move your

Grasshopper

net in a sweeping motion through the
bushes, flowers, or grasses you will find
more insects hiding there than you think.
Once you have captured your insect(s),
place them in containers to investigate
them better — just don’t forget to set them
free! Remember all insects like different
things to eat and different places to hide,
so be sure to let them go near where you
found them. Happy hunting!
Jill Hauger, Naturalist
CanalWay Center

Rethinking Dandelions

D

andelions are not native to
North America, but arrived
with the first Europeans. These
bright, cheery and nutrient-rich plants
have been used by humans around
the world for centuries as food,
medicine and for fun. Dandelions are
one of the few flowers that adults
will allow children to pick to their
hearts’ content. A dandelion crown
has likely adorned most of our heads
at some point and who hasn’t blown
on a puffy spent dandelion head
and watched the seeds disperse like
parachutes?

Dandelions receive a bad rap as
unwanted weeds, but what if we
embraced dandelions growing in our
yards? We could not only reap the
health benefits of dandelion greens
salads and dandelion tea, but also help
wildlife. Dandelions are one of the first
flowers to bloom in the spring and last
to survive in the fall. Pollinators such
as bees and butterflies rely on them at
these times for sweet nectar to eat so
they can survive and go on to pollinate
the rest of our plants.
When there are plenty of flowers
blooming, go outside and pick one
cup of bright yellow dandelion
flowers. Follow the directions to
make dandelion dough! Over time,
dandelions have been used by many
cultures for food and medicine. To
learn more about the uses and benefits
of dandelions, check out “The Teeth of
the Lion: The Story of the Beloved and
Despised Dandelion” by Anita Sanchez.

Dandelion Play Dough
2¼ cups flour
1/3 cup salt
1 Tbsp. cream of tartar
1 cup dandelion heads
1 cup boiling water
2 Tbsp. vegetable oil
Mix dry ingredients. Blend boiling
water and dandelion heads in blender.
Mix dry and wet ingredients together.
Add more flour if sticky. Create!
Karen Lakus, Naturalist
Rocky River Nature Center

clevelandmetroparks.com
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• Complete 20 trails and receive a mug*
TRAIL CHALLENGE

Best Hikes

for Families with
Young Children

S

ummer is the perfect time to get the kids out for some nature exploration and
fresh air in Cleveland Metroparks! Shorter distances, great scenery, and plenty
of opportunities to see wildlife are key for keeping children younger than six
engaged. Read on for a list of stroller-friendly trails perfect for the littlest feet.

Bunns Lake Loop – Bradley Woods
Reservation (0.5 mile)
This hidden gem is perfect for little
explorers. Walk along the water’s edge
to spot abundant wildlife such as geese,
ducks, frogs, and turtles. Much of the
walk is shaded by the forest canopy,
helping to keep everyone cool during
the summer heat. A spacious lawn
across from the water offers a perfect
spot for a post-hike picnic or snack.

Sanctuary Marsh Loop – North Chagrin
Reservation (0.4 mile)
A paved loop around a picturesque
marsh lets kids get right up to the
water’s edge to explore. Kids will love
watching huge snapping turtles and
fish swim by as dragonflies offer a show
of acrobatics overhead. Don’t forget
to stop at the adjacent owl aviary for
a chance to see live Ohio owls. (Note:
boardwalk over marsh currently closed.)

Cleveland Metro

D

iscover nature in a new way this
summer while staying healthy and
active. Whether you are competitive
or enjoy a leisurely hike with your family,
the 2020 Trail Challenge presented by Cigna
is for you. Designed to let you choose your
next adventure, the Trail Challenge provides
a list of trails, including natural surface,
paved all-purpose, and water trails.
To complete the Trail Challenge, choose a
trail from the provided list and track your
progress online or on the provided log. The
designated routes mark a starting location,
but as long as you complete the entire
trail listed, feel free to extend your route
for a new, creative adventure. Challenges
vary from the short, yet technical
trail showcasing the towering Sharon
Conglomerate cliff edges at Whipp’s Ledges
in Hinckley Reservation to the long, paved
trail along the towpath starting at CanalWay
Center. You’re sure to discover a new favorite
place to explore as you immerse yourself in
nature during this year’s Trail Challenge.
Complete at least 10 trails to earn a one of
a kind 2020 Trail Challenge sticker. A new
sticker is created every year, so collect and
display them proudly. Be one of the first
250 to complete at least 20 trails and earn
a Trail Challenge mug!* More information
on trail routes, tracking your progress
and prize redemption can be found at
clevelandmetroparks.com/trailchallenge.

Blue Heron Boardwalk Trail – Ohio &
Erie Canal Reservation (0.1 mile)
Head down onto the paved trails
behind CanalWay Center and take a
right onto the short but sweet Blue
Heron Boardwalk for a chance to see
Blanding’s turtles, beavers, and of
course, blue herons. Continue down to
the towpath trail to extend your walk
for as long as you’d like.
A walk through nature offers great opportunities for relaxing family fun. Every hike
offers the chance for learning, play and exploration. Making memories this summer is
as easy as hitting the trail!
Bethany Majeski, Center Manager
North Chagrin Nature Center

• Visit clevelandmetroparks.com/trailchallenge
• Complete trails using any form of exercise
(walk,
bicycle,
rollerblade,
etc.). etc.).
(bicycle,
kayak,kayak,
rollerblade,
snowshoe,
• Log your trails online at:
clevelandmetroparks.com/trailchallenge
or complete the form on the
the back
right
Prize
Redemption
at
East
55th
Visit any Cleveland MetroparksStreet
Marina or Hinckley Lake Boathouse
Nature Center to claim your prize
(Call ahead or look on the Trail Challenge website
•forComplete
10location)
trails and receive a sticker
hours at each
•• Complete
Complete10
20trails
trailsand
andreceive
receive
a mug*
a sticker
• Complete 20 trails and receive a mug*
* Available to the first 250 to complete the Trail Challenge.

12 Emerald Necklace July 2020

• Complete 20 trails and receive a mug*

oparks Trail Challenge

2020
FirstName
Name
First
Last
LastName
Name
Zip

Email

Zip

Reservation

Miles

Email address
Acacia

Date Completed

Trail Surface

Date Completed

1.85

Reservation
Bedford

4.2
Miles

Acacia

1.85

Big Creek
Bedford

0.5

1.8

4.8
1.2

1.8

Bradley Woods

1.3

3.3

3.3

Brecksville
Brecksville

2.5

2.5

3.3

Brookside
Hinckley
Euclid Creek

1.4

0.95
1.1

1.53.0

Garfield Park

0.61.2

Huntington

13.3

Hinckley
Lakefront

1.5
0.95
21.5
0.6
3.25

Huntington
North
Chagrin

21.0
51.5

Lakefront
Mill Stream Run

5.72.0

North Chagrin

1

3.25
2.0

8

Ohio & Erie Canal

5.0

2

Mill Stream Run

5.7

10

1.0

Rocky River

1.8

8.0

Ohio &Chagrin
Erie Canal
South

0.9

• Visit clevelandmetroparks.com/trailchallenge
• Visit clevelandmetroparks.com/trailchallenge
Washington

2.0

1.2
10.0

West
Creek
1.75
Rocky
River
5.8
• Complete trails using any form of exercise
• Complete trails using any form of
exercise
Guest
Choice!
(bicycle, kayak, rollerblade, snowshoe, etc.).
(bicycle, kayak, rollerblade, snowshoe, etc.).
1.8
• Log your trails online at:
• Log your trails online at:
0.9
Trail
Paved (APT)
South Surface:
Chagrin
clevelandmetroparks.com/trailchallenge
clevelandmetroparks.com/trailchallenge
All trail mileage reflects round-trips
8.0
or complete the form on the back or complete the form on the back
Washington
1.2
Visit any Cleveland Metroparks Visit any Cleveland Metroparks
Nature Center to claim your prizeNature Center to claim your prize
2.1
West Creek
• Complete 10 trails and receive a sticker
• Complete 10 trails and receive a sticker
1.75
*
*
• Complete 20 trails and receive a mug
• Complete
20 trails and receiveGuest
a mug
Choice!

Trail Surface:

Trail Surface

Paved (APT)

All trail mileage reflects round-trips

Natural Surface

| Natural Surface

Water

| Water

clevelandmetroparks.com

13

Find a course
and book your
tee time today!

Seneca Golf Course Renovation
This summer make it a point to check out the newly renovated Seneca Golf
Course. Sitting at the highest point of Cuyahoga County in Broadview Heights,
this 27-hole golf course sits on 350 acres of land. The course has undergone
a complete $4 million, three-phase refresh that was completed in 2019. The
transformation highlights the scenic beauty of this park-style golf course. Work
was done to enhance the topography of the course, creating movement and more
features, including hills and bunkers. Golfers will notice the white sand
bunkers framing the fairways and greens. Known for some lengthy par
fours and fives, Seneca Golf Course is a course for all skill levels. With five
sets of tee boxes, the course caters to both beginner and advanced players.
Advanced players will enjoy playing from the back tees and the challenge of
the back nine, knowns as the Baldwin Course. Furnace Run
and Chippewa, making up the other two 9-hole courses are
better suited for beginner players and families. Each
9-hole course begins and ends at the clubhouse.

PLAYER OF THE YEAR SERIES

20% off

sale

All Shirts, Shoes
and Outerwear
Good July 1 through
July 7 at all golf
clubhouse locations

Big Met

Fairview Park
440-331-1070

Little Met

DAY

DATES

EVENT

COURSE

ENTRY FEE

Mon & Tue

July 6 & 7

Senior GCAC (50+)

Big Met

$100

Saturday

July 11

Course Championship – GCAC Qualifier

Manikiki

$85

Sunday

July 12

Course Championship – GCAC Qualifier

Shawnee Hills

$85

Saturday

July 18

Course Championship – GCAC Qualifier

Sleepy Hollow

$85

Sunday

July 19

Course Championship – GCAC Qualifier

Seneca

$85

Sat & Sun

August 8 & 9

Greater Cleveland Amateur (GCAC)*

Sleepy Hollow

$115

Saturday

August 15

Stableford Competition

Seneca

$60

Saturday

September 5

Bill Barbour Cup

Sleepy Hollow

$160/Team

ALL ENTRY FEES TO PLAYER OF THE YEAR SERIES INCLUDE GREEN FEES & PRIZES ONLY
* World Amateur Golf Ranking Event

Cleveland
216-941-9672

Manakiki

Willoughby Hills
440-942-2500

Mastick Woods
Cleveland
216-267-5626

Seneca

Broadview Heights
440-526-0043

Shawnee Hills

FAMILY GOLF EVENTS
DAY

DATES

EVENT

COURSE

ENTRY FEE

Sunday

June 21

Adult/Junior (All Age Divisions)

Little Met

$35/Team

Saturday

July 18

Adult/Junior 9 Hole Scramble

Seneca

$60/Team

Sunday

July 26

Parent/Child (Adult 18+)

Manikiki

$140/Team

Sunday

August 9

Little Met/Mastick Woods 18 Hole
Championship

Mastick Woods

$35

Bedford
440-232-7184

Sleepy Hollow
Brecksville
440-526-4285

Washington
Newburgh Hts.
216-641-1864

For more information visit clevelandmetroparks.com/golf

Pin High
Pilsner
Announcing a partnership
with Market Garden
Brewery for a new golfthemed beer.
14 Emerald
Emerald Necklace
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2020

A portion of proceeds from the sale of Pin High Pilsner will be donated to
Cleveland Metroparks Golf Education Fund to support access to the game
of golf for youth living in Cuyahoga County. In the near-term, a percentage
of proceeds donated will help support personal protective equipment (PPE)
needs for golf course staff. The use of PPE protects staff and guests, allowing
the courses to remain open. Find Pin High Pilsner at Cleveland Metroparks
golf locations as well as at Market Garden Brewery’s Ohio City brewpub and
distribution sites..

Sizzling Summer Specials!
ONLINE BUYS

JUNE SPECIAL

Nature Shops are currently closed. Visit
our website for a great selection of
park apparel and general merchandise!

JULY SPECIAL

Free Hat

With the purchase
of a $25 Gift Card
I Heart Tees
$20

Enter code hat20
at checkout

Offer valid 6/1/20 – 6/30/20.
Shop online at
clevelandmetroparks.com/parks/shop

AUGUST SPECIAL

Oversized

20% Off

Tote Bag

Offer valid 7/1/20 – 7/31/20.
Shop online at
clevelandmetroparks.com/parks/shop

Offer valid 8/1/20 – 8/31/20.
Shop online at
clevelandmetroparks.com/parks/shop

Kids Toys

8

$ 00

Shop online at clevelandmetroparks.com/parks/shop
CM Face Mask
$10

Naked Bee
Lotion Gift Sets
$10

Shop online for an
expanded selection
of merchandise
& gift cards.

Hinckley Lake Boathouse & Store
has select rentals for fun on the water!
Select rentals
available this summer
at Hinckley Lake
Boathouse. Online
reservations must be
completed in advance
to secure your rental
and time slot.

Visit clevelandmetroparks.com/WaterRentals for more info.
clevelandmetroparks.com
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INSIDE OUR PARKS

ACACIA Meadows in Bloom
T

he land that is now Acacia
Reservation was once a golf course
until 2012 when it became part
of Cleveland Metroparks. Although
golf courses are beautiful in their own
right, several of the fairways in this 155acre park have been transformed into
meadows that offer a sumptuous visual
feast each summer.
In order to create these rich grasslands,
dense turf grass was removed and
natural drainage re-established. In some
areas of Acacia, sod was rolled up and
moved to active golf courses. Drainage
mechanisms were removed so the soil
would hold water on the landscape
instead of sending it to streams. Then, it

was time to plant. Cleveland Metroparks
Natural Resources staff worked with
local plant suppliers to create a seed
mix that provides diversity for visitors to
enjoy, a long blooming season, and food
for wildlife year-round.
In June, a few spots of color appear.
Over the month of July, these spots will
spread to a rainbow of pink milkweed,
crimson cardinal flower, and violet
lemon mint. The edges of the trails
will overflow with knee-high yellow
partridge pea, not to mention the
butterflies and bees buzzing around
it. These colors will fade, return and
then change again as the summer
marches on, slowly retreating to a sea of

gently nodding goldenrod by September.
Although the color will disappear as winter
approaches, the seeds of meadow plants
still give life to bluebirds and finches that
remain through the winter.
As a golf course, these green spaces
consisted of carefully tended grass.
However, as wild spaces, they are home
to numerous wildlife. Visit them and see
what you can find! Come back every few
weeks as the colors and pollinators change
to witness the hidden complexity of the
meadow.
Selby Majewski-Bean, Naturalist
North Chagrin Nature Center

A Dragonfly or a Damselfly?

M

any wonders await a nature
enthusiast in a wetland. Two of
those marvels are dragonflies
and damselflies. Their ease of flight, their
ability to capture prey in midflight and
their exquisite beauty in color and wing
venation is thrilling.
Dragonflies have the ability to devour
insects larger than themselves. Their
strange, yet fascinating behaviors
include flying in tandem, dipping
their abdomens in the water and
sitting motionless, absorbing the sun.
Some might notice distinguishing
characteristics that beg for answers. Why
do some dragonflies hold their wings

Ebony jewelwing damselfly
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flat when they land like an airplane and
others hold their wings folded over their
bodies like a butterfly at rest? Some of
them have huge compound eyes that
seem to be connected and others have
eyes that are widely separated,.
The answer is because some are
actually damselflies! Even though they
have many similarities, there are some
distinguishing factors that separate the
family of dragonflies from the family of
damselflies. You have probably observed
some of these as well.

Dragonflies: long, stout bodies, eyes
that are close together or connected,

Violet dancer damselfly

Slaty skimmer dragonfly

wings held flat when at rest, and hind
and front wings of different sizes.

Damselflies: long, slim bodies, eyes
well separated, wings folded over
abdomen when at rest, and hind and
front wings similar in size.

The next time you’re exploring one of
Cleveland Metroparks wetlands, keep an
acute eye out or use binoculars to admire
the beauty of dragonflies and damselflies.
The close-up view of these remarkable
insects will reveal the dazzling colors and
patterns on their bodies.
Foster Brown, Naturalist
North Chagrin Nature Center

Widow skimmer dragonfly

INSIDE OUR PARKS

Predator Power

Natural Pest Control in the Garden
Look closely in your flower beds or veggie
garden and you are sure to spot some
insects crawling around. Gardeners often
feel frustrated throughout the summer
as they battle with insect pests doing
damage to valuable plants. However,
some of the critters you see may in fact be
gobbling up the bad guys and providing
natural pest control in your garden.

Edible Perennials

Plant Them Once, Harvest for Years

Green lacewings are carnivorous only in
their juvenile stages. Larvae, known as
“aphid lions,” roam plants in search of
soft-bodied pests, which they skewer
with tong-like jaws and then suck dry.
Beastly in appearance, they transform
their appearance completely during
metamorphosis, emerging as beautiful
adults that subsist mainly on nectar and
pollen.
Some predatory insects provide exciting
chases worthy of a nature documentary.
Robber flies, the largest in Ohio being
over an inch long, are ferocious, powerful
predators that perform aerial acrobatics
to capture a meal. Lethally quick and
agile, they slam into their prey mid-air
and then quickly dispatch their stupefied
victims with hook-like claws and a
paralyzing bite.
Other predators truly are the stuff of
nightmares. Tiny braconid wasps sneak up
on unsuspecting caterpillars and sneakily
deposit eggs near the skin surface. Once
hatched, the larvae burrow deeper into
the caterpillar’s body where they cozy up
until pupating into adults. By the time
they depart, they leave behind their host
as little more than a shriveled husk.
The good thing about having all these
hunters in your garden is that they don’t
bother humans at all, but rather act as
garden bodyguards, protecting plants
from hungry insect pests. Next time
you peek in the garden, see if you can
discover some of Ohio’s amazing insect
predators.
Bethany Majeski, Center Manager
North Chagrin Nature Center

Top Row, left to right: American hazelnut, blueberries, blueberry flowers.
Bottom row, left to right: hazelnut flowers, black elderberry (Sambucus canadensis).

F

or thousands of years, humans
foraged and eventually cultivated
their own foods. Every year
supermarkets sell hundreds of thousands
of berries and nuts. These foods can get
expensive over time due to travel and
farmer costs. However, supermarket
patrons could plant these perennial
foods one time and harvest for years
to come. Native perennial edible plants
are a wonderful way to add shrubs and
trees to your yard while saving money on
seasonal treats.
All native perennial edible plants have
co-evolved with native insects and have
essential nectar and pollen sources for
native bees, butterflies, and beetles; these
insects in turn pollinate the flowers which
will produce a fruit. The most popular
native perennial plant is blueberry.
Blueberry plants range in size from 2 feet
to 6 feet tall depending on the variety.
Blueberries flower in the spring and
start yielding dozens of fruit during their

second summer of life. Within a few years,
the gardener will have berries that will
ripen throughout the season. Picking
them will turn into a wonderful family
tradition.
Trees can add needed shade for
backyards and habitat for birds and
other local animals. American hazelnut
adds something even better: food. This
remarkable tree grows to a height of 18
feet and will produce nuts after only two
years. Male and female flowers grow on
one plant and bloom in April. Sweet nuts
ripen in August and can be made into
butter for a yummy snack or saved for
future use.
Thinking outside of the raised beds can
give backyards a whole new feel and
extend your food yield throughout the
year. Edible native perennials have been
around for centuries, why not add them
back to your yard?
Natalie Schroder, Naturalist
CanalWay Center

clevelandmetroparks.com
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Milkweed …Feeding More than Monarchs

W

e hear about them often –
milkweed and monarchs. But
you don’t always hear about
the many other life forms that depend
on this unique plant. 456 other insect
species, to be exact, can live on a single
stand of common milkweed. These
species rely on this microhabitat for diet,
reproduction and more.

Butterflies of Cleveland Metroparks
Perhaps no other group represents the
spectacular and remarkably diverse
world of insects than butterflies.
Extravagant, graceful, and downright
fancy, these exquisite pollinators are
widespread in Cleveland Metroparks
fields, forests, and wetlands. Seekers of
nectar, they are easy to find on sunny
days as they bound between flowers
on a constant quest for energy.

camera can greatly assist in snapping
photos of fast-moving subjects. As
you dive further into celebrating
butterflies, several resources can assist
your mission to learn their natural
history. Ohio Lepidopterists have
a spectacular online photo gallery
(ohiolepidopterists.org). For on-thespot field identification, try Butterflies
of Ohio by Jaret C. Daniels. To pique
your curiosity, the following common
species of butterflies are some of the
most regularly found in Cleveland
Metroparks. Perhaps you will make it
your quest to find all of these featured
species, this July!

Over 130 species of butterflies and
skippers have been recorded in
Ohio. On a prime day in July, an
eager observer could easily find
20 (or more!) species in Cleveland
Metroparks reservations. A pair of
binoculars is useful for noticing the
TEXT
butterflies
of Cleveland
finer
details
of identification,
and aMetroparks

Jen Brumfield, Naturalist
Rocky River Nature Center

TEXT TEXT TEXT TEXT TEXT TEXT TEXT TEXT TEXT TEXT TEXT TEXT TEXT TEXT
Illustrations by Jen Brumfield, Naturalist

Red Admiral

Clouded Sulphur

Cabbage White

Common Buckeye

Eastern Tailed Blue

Little Wood-Satyr Peck’s Skipper

Like the monarch, many of these insects are
exclusive to milkweed plants, utilizing no
other. Absorbing poisons from the plant’s
sap, leaves, and roots, these species then
become toxic to their predators. Warning
(aposematic) colorations of bright orange,
red, and black display their toxicity to
predators, just as construction barrels warn
highway drivers.
The monarch is the easiest to spot, but
if you look a little closer, you may notice
some of these other common visitors:

Large milkweed bug: The adult

version is easily identified by its red-orange
coloration and thick black band across
its middle. Nymphs lack this band. Large
milkweed bugs migrate south to escape
Ohio’s harsh winters.

Small milkweed bug: Only slightly

smaller than the above, this species is best
identified by the red “X” on its black body.
Although typically a seed eater, this species
may also consume monarch eggs and
larvae.

Milkweed tussock caterpillar: This

orange, black and white spikey caterpillar is
also known as the milkweed tiger moth. It is
toxic in caterpillar and moth form, however
only the caterpillar displays warning colors.
As a nocturnal moth, it instead produces an
ultrasonic call, warning off bats.

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail

Pearl Crescent
Spicebush Swallowtail

Black Swallowtail

Red-spotted Purple
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Monarch

Question Mark

Painted Lady

It’s amazing how much life can exist in such
a small space and the impact one plant can
have on this planet. Unfortunate to have
the word “weed” in its name; milkweed
plants are the furthest thing from it,
supporting monarchs and many more.
Val Fetzer, Center Manager
Rocky River Nature Center

INSIDE OUR PARKS

Monarch of the Marsh

The Great Blue Heron

V

isit wetland areas in Cleveland
Metroparks and you will likely get
a chance to see one of our most
impressive wetland predators, the great
blue heron. One of Northeast Ohio’s
largest birds, these lanky waders are hard
to miss, with a slender neck, long legs
and a wingspan of around 6 feet. During
the breeding season in early spring, their
grayish-blue and white plumage
is at its finest, and these
photogenic birds are sometimes
bold enough to allow close-ups!
Elegant in appearance, yet
possessing an unrefined voice,
the great blue heron
might announce its
presence with rude
and guttural croaks

The

Eastern Spiny

W

hen we visualize a
typical turtle, most
of us think of a hard-shelled
and slow-moving reptile basking in
the sun. The eastern spiny softshell is
different from the “average turtle” in
some interesting ways. Their shell is
flexible and leathery, and the surface of
their shell is rough, with a sandpaper-like
texture. They possess a snorkel-like snout
and fleshy lips that cover a hard beak.
Softshell turtles are notorious for their
hostile attitude when handled, and their
razor-edged jaws can inflict a vicious
bite. Females are massive, with a brown,
blotchy shell. The males are much smaller
and more boldly marked, with numerous

that cannot be ignored. When stalking
prey, its long neck can be folded back
like a crossbow at the ready, the sharp,
serrated beak is released like an arrow
at any unwary fish, frog, or watersnake.
Favoring weedy marshes, ponds and
lakeshores, this stealthy hunter is also
known to search in meadows and
along woodland edges for voles and
chipmunks.
Often seen hunting alone in wetland
vegetation in the shallows, these herons
also have a social side and frequently
nest in large colonies. Often known as
rookeries (or more accurately, heronries),
these communal areas can contain
dozens of nests. The ground below a
heronry can be barren of plant life, due
to the amount of waste produced from

the numerous birds above. Raised by
attentive parents, the young herons grow
quickly, and begin to climb around the
nest and take their first tentative flights
to nearby trees. Be sure to look for their
dull gray plumage as these young birds
soon find their way to nearby wetlands to
practice hunting while providing thrills for
nature enthusiasts of all ages.
Jeff Riebe, Naturalist
North Chagrin Nature Center

Softshell Turtle
Photo by Jen Goellnitz, Fairview Park

circular “eyespots” on their shell, which
are also present in juveniles of both
genders.
These turtles can be seen basking on
sandy river banks, not far from the
water’s edge. When frightened, they
move with commendable speed, rapidly
slipping into the water and sometimes
disappearing from view by burying
themselves under the substrate. Their
long, serpentine neck can be extended
to allow the turtle to get air from the
surface while it remains hidden from
view. Built for speed, these animals

are streamlined, with low profiles and
enormous, paddle-shaped front and rear
feet. Both predator and scavenger, they
eat invertebrates, amphibians and fish.
Eastern spiny softshells are unfamiliar to
many people. They prefer slow-moving
rivers and canals, and are not likely to
be seen in ponds and marshes in our
area. Look for them along the Ohio and
Erie Canal, the Rocky and Chagrin Rivers.
Search the shoreline for these alert and
wary turtles as they power up for the day,
basking in the warm sun on lazy summer
mornings.
Jeff Riebe, Naturalist
North Chagrin Nature Center

Alerts & Closures: Cleveland Metroparks has implemented several park restrictions to encourage social distancing and help
prevent the spread of COVID-19. All park visitors should anticipate impacts that are necessary to help mitigate crowding. For
updates on closures and cancellations visit: clevelandmetroparks.com/COVID-19

clevelandmetroparks.com
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TRAIL ADVENTURES

Summer
Night
Symphony

J

uly, August, and September bring
us three months of an astonishing,
nightly concert series. Warm nights
set the scene for one of nature’s most
incredible productions. As the sun sits
low on the horizon and the veil of dusk
falls, the instruments begin. Slow at first
then rising, amplifying in enthusiasm
and intensity. By dark, the magnitude
has peaked, and the music has reached a
feverish and long-winded finale. By dawn
the concert hall has all but quieted, until
tomorrow’s next summer night
symphony.
You’ve heard the music
before, mesmerized
Sword bearing
by the musicians and
conehead
composers. But they
go largely unseen, mystifying, and
curious. Who are they? What are they?
Their sounds create the backdrop to
summer nights in Cleveland Metroparks,
backyards, and camping trips. An
orchestra of insects, complete with string,
wood wind and percussion. An ensemble
of katydids and crickets on a mission to
attract a mate: with their wings. Their
peculiar and perfect instruments are
found at the base of their upper set of
wings. Each wing has a remarkable tool
for music making: one wing has a scraper
and the other a file, which they move
quickly in unique patterns to form their
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exclusive songs.
Some species
Handsome trig
create long, ongoing
trills while others make quick bursts and
short, rhythmic patterns. Males serenade
for females, hoping to hear an interested
female’s quiet and brief “tic” response.

each species prefers a unique height
from which to play their music. These
harmless insects utilize stealth speed,
camouflage and the dark of night to
escape predators while singing in hopes
of extending their generations.

The single best resource for identifying
The deeper into the forests and fields
the many species of singing insects
you go, the more profound and
found specifically in Cleveland
powerful the symphony. As you enter
Metroparks and Northeast Ohio
the most prime mixed habitats
is Lisa Rainsong’s online field
– with diverse soil types and
guide, “Listening to Insects.”
vegetation – the greater
Here you’ll find photos and
the number of species.
recordings of each species
Common true
The sheer diversity of
found in the region.
katydid
“singing” insects is quite
To maximize your listening
astonishing, and those that call
experience, find a progression of
Northeast Ohio home include katydids,
field to brush to forest edge, away from
coneheads, bush katydids, shieldbacks,
roadsides and ambient light. As the
meadow katydids, trigs, ground crickets
calendar turns to July, the symphony
and tree crickets. Surprised are folks to
begins. August peaks with the most
find that these musicians are not merely
intense harmony and diversity. By late
“just crickets!”
September, their concerts have softened
Curious observers and listeners will
and slowed. As nights cool to freezing,
wonder – where are they? Their
their music all but ends.
camouflage is tops. Some blend in with
Jen Brumfield
strands of grasses and sedges while
Naturalist
others mimic, precisely, the shape
Rocky River Nature Center
and color of a leaf. Still others are
adept at hiding under logs, within
crevices of soil, or deep within
Gladiator meadow
unreachable, treetop vegetation.
katydid
From the ground to the tree canopy,

EXPLORE ACTIVITIES

Ten Ways to Stay Active
in Cleveland Metroparks
Rent a stand-up paddleboard at Hinckley Lake
Golf at Washington — 10 minutes from downtown
Mountain bike the new trail at West Creek
Fish the historic Ohio & Erie Canal
Learn outdoor skills on Cleveland Metroparks YouTube
Search Lakefront Reservation for migrant shorebirds
Take the Trail Challenge — 35 hikes to chose from
Launch your kayak from the Emerald Necklace Marina
Take a scenic stroll from a Nature Center
Search wetlands & ponds for summer wildflowers
Special thanks to our
Ten to Explore sponsor

Now Open!

Dining and
Marina Operations
Due to COVID-19 strict guidelines for safe
distancing, we appreciate your cooperation with
our restrictions in certain areas. The following
facilities are now open as long as we can provide
proper space for all who visit. We invite you to
enjoy our parks and offerings while staying safe.
Areas are subject to open or close without notice.
Please check our website at clevelandmetroparks.
com or our Facebook page for any updates on
openings or closures.

CONCESSIONS

Open 7 days per week, Noon – 7 p.m.
• Edgewater Beach House
• Huntington Concession
• Edgewater Pier Concession
• Wallace Lake Concession
• Emerald Necklace Marina Concession

RESTAURANTS

• e55 on the Lake
Patio open Tues. – Sunday, 11 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Reservations only – call (216) 431-3349
Carry out and curbside service available.
Call (216) 431-3349 or order and pay online at
clevelandmetroparks.com/E55

MARINAS

• E. 55th Street Marina
• Wildwood Marina
• Emerald Necklace Marina
Fuel & Bait Available
Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

E. 55th Marina and Restaurant

e55 on the Lake Patio

Quesadillas

Turkey wrap

clevelandmetroparks.com
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HISTORICAL FACTS

Who Was Here? Fossils Can Tell Us!

During the 1960s, this gorge was cut to reroute
and animals.
At the Watershed
Stewardship
West
Creek, expanding
the capacity
of the
Shells
in
Bedford
Shale

As we continue our journey back in time,
we move
down to the Devonian, this
of many
people.
period lasted for 358 million years. Ohio
lacks fossils from the early Devonian, but
middle and late portions of the period are
well represented. The Bedford Shale, about
360 million years old, can be seen at Rocky
River, Brecksville and of course Bedford
Reservations. This shale is fossil-poor,
but shells of bivalves (clam-like creatures
with symmetrical shells) and brachiopods

Shales of the Orangeville Member (layer), dark
gray with rusty iron stains and mixed with slightly
harder siltstones, form the sides of this gorge.
This sedimentary rock was formed from mud that
settled out of a shallow sea about 320 million
years ago. It contains few fossils, indicating the
22 Emerald
Necklace
Julyfor
2020
sea was
not a healthy
habitat
marine life.

Pennsylvanian

about 300
million years ago

Mississippian

about 320
million years ago

Period

Pennsylvanian

about 300
million years ago

Mississippian

about 320
about 360
million
millionyears
yearsago
ago

Upper Devonian

Member/Unit

Sharon
Conglomerate

Period

Formation

Exposed Bedrock in Cleveland Metroparks
Hinckley Reservation
Meadville
Member
Sharpsville/
Strongsville
Member

Member/Unit
Orangeville
Member

Sharon

Peer into
the Past

Visitors can sometimes see fossils but
should leave them where found in order
to protect our natural resources. Cleveland
Metroparks are full of adventure and
natural history; one need only seek it out.

EXPOSED BEDROCK IN CLEVELAND METROPARKS

Bedford Conglomerate
Berea
Formation
Cuyahoga
Formation
Shale
Sandstone

Peer into
the Past

today. Placoderms had armored heads
and the most intimidating placoderm was
Dunkleosteus terrelli, a nine-meter-long
predator. Dunkleosteus hunted by sucking
in fish and crushing them with its armored
jaw. The best examples of Dunkleosteus
fossils were discovered in Big Creek and
Rocky River Reservations.

Our most famous shale layer is the
Cleveland Member of Ohio Shale,
with stunning outcrops at Rocky River
Reservation. The Cleveland Member is
Peter Frank & Debra Shankland, Naturalists
fossil-rich, preserving excellent records of
Watershed Stewardship Center
placoderms,
a
class
of
fish
that
is
extinct
Exposed Bedrock in Cleveland Metroparks

Cuyahoga Formation
Ohio Shale

The shale layers
that provide the
most recent view
of our past were
formed about
320 million years
ago, a time when
Ohio was beneath
a shallow sea. The Cuyahoga Formation,
consisting of three distinct members of
shales and siltstones, is best viewed in West
During
theMill
1960s,
this gorge
wasparts
cut toof
reroute
Creek,
Stream
Run and
Bedford
West
Creek,
expanding
the
capacity
of
the
Reservations. During the Mississippian
Period, the sea supported bryozoans, corallikeof
animals
that livedMember
in colonies.
Some
Shales
the Orangeville
(layer),
dark
bryozoans
formed
tree-like
bodies
gray with rusty iron stains and mixed withwhile
slightly
others
built domed
masses.
harder
siltstones,
form the
sides ofExamples
this gorge.
in Westrock
Creek
Mill Stream
Run
Thisfound
sedimentary
wasand
formed
from mud
that
settled
out of a shallow
about 320
million as
are fossilized
wormsea
burrows,
appearing
years
ago. It contains
few
fossils,
indicating
the
cylindrical
tunnels
and
uneven,
swirling
seafeeding
was not patterns.
a healthy habitat
for
marine
life.
Large amounts of
fossilized organic matter trapped in the
Today, storms quickly cause intense and
burrows lead paleontologists to believe they
useda to
store food.
Thiswere
is, again,
challenging
habitat for plants

Fossil-rich layers

Berea
Sandstone

Ancient corallike creatures

(clam-like creatures with asymmetrical
shells) are often preserved in the oldest
rocks of the layer. Brachiopods only live
in saltwater, which tells us that Ohio
was under a sea during the Devonian as
well. Paleontologists have found this sea
was surprisingly deep, able to support
the large predators found in our next
geological body.

Bedford
Shale

N

ortheast Ohio sits on layers of shale
and sandstone which provide
incredible windows to our ancient
past. Cleveland Metroparks visitors can
peek through these windows and see what
life was like in Ohio millions of years ago.
Exploring the sedimentary rock layers, one
finds the Cuyahoga Formation, Bedford
Shale, and Ohio Shale, among others. Let’s
dig down through time, learning about
these rocky portals to the past and the parks
that let us experience them.

West Creek Reservation

Mill Stream Run
Reservation

Hinckley Reservation

Rocky River
Reservation

Euclid bluestone

Meadville
Member

Sharpsville/
Cleveland
Strongsville
Member
Member

Orangeville
Member
Chagrin
Member

West Creek Reservation

Mill Stream Run
Reservation

Brecksville
Reservation

Mill Creek Falls
in Garfield Park
Reservation

Lake Erie

Rocky River
Reservation
Euclid bluestone

KIDS CORNER

Mammals in the Woods

s hidden in the across, down, and diagonally, with no backwards.

L

WORD SEARCH: Mammals In The Woods
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Find all the words below hidden across, down and
GROUNDHOG
RACCOON
RIVEROTTER
diagonally backwards.
Answer is on the back
cover.
MINK
REDFOX
STRIPEDSKUNK
CHIPMUNK
GROUNDHOG
RACCOON
GREY SQUIRREL
RED FOX

RIVER OTTER
MINK
STRIPED SKUNK

Enjoy coloring
and reading
about the
American mink
on page 4 in
this issue of
the Emerald
Necklace.

Always Follow CDC’s Guidance
When Heading to Cleveland Metroparks
Think First

Do not use the parks or
trails if you are exhibiting
symptoms.

Prepare for Your Trip

Be prepared for limited access
to public restrooms and
water fountains that may be
closed for your safety.

Wash Hands

Social Distancing

Wash your hands often, carry hand
sanitizer, avoid touching surfaces with
bare hands such as railings or benches.

Provide other park users with
proper space of at least six feet
at all times during your visit.

Share the Trail

Playgrounds
Closed

Share the trail and warn other
trail users of your presence as
you pass.

RIDDLE RHYME:

They call me bald but my head is white, and I’m
very large when I take flight. I am a symbol of
our nation, and was on the brink of extirpation.
What am I?

All playgrounds and
outdoor fitness stations
are closed for safety.
3/23/2020 12:06 PM
5/28/20,

For updated closures and program cancellations visit clevelandmetroparks.com/COVID-19
Answer on the back cover.

clevelandmetroparks.com
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the words hidden in the across, down, and diagonally, with no backwards.

Mammals in the Woods

440-331-8237
clevelandmetroparks.com/
volunteer

I

Volunteer Services

S O K

Emerald Necklace is also available online at clevelandmetroparks.com
© Registered trademarks of Cleveland Metroparks.

Outdoor Experiences
216-881-8141

L N H N X T R T H O

Cleveland Metroparks does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
gender, religion, age or disability in employment, services or access to programs or
activities.

216-341-1704
clevelandmetroparks.com/or

E

Cover photo: Deer Lick Cave in Brecksville Reservation
Additional photos courtesy of Cleveland Metroparks photo archive, unless
otherwise noted.

W I

Outdoor Recreation

440-887-1968

L

8701 Lakeshore Blvd.
Cleveland, OH 44108
216-881-8141

Watershed Stewardship Center
2277 W. Ridgewood Drive
Parma, OH 44134
West Creek Reservation

R R E

Lakefront Reservation
Administration Building

I

16200 Valley Parkway
Strongsville, OH 44136
Mill Stream Run Reservation
440-572-9990

Rocky River Nature Center
24000 Valley Parkway
North Olmsted, OH 44070
Rocky River Reservation
440-734-6660

Y S Q U

5/28/20, 12:06 PM

The Chalet Recreation Area

D A H G E S Y U M U T K

Golf Services/440-232-7247
(general course info & inquiries)
clevelandmetroparks.com/golf

G R E

Cleveland Metroparks Golf

North Chagrin Nature Center
401 Buttermilk Falls Parkway
Mayfield Village, OH 44094
North Chagrin Reservation
440-473-3370

E D S K U N K

216-661-6500/24-hour info
3900 Wildlife Way
Cleveland, OH 44109
FutureForWildlife.org

CanalWay Center
4524 E. 49th Street
Cuyahoga Heights, OH 44125
Ohio & Erie Canal Reservation
216-206-1000

P

Cleveland Metroparks Zoo &
The RainForest

I

Accidents or Emergencies
440-333-4911

Brecksville Nature Center
9000 Chippewa Creek Drive
Brecksville, OH 44141
Brecksville Reservation
440-526-1012

E D S R H E A N R W

Cleveland Metroparks Police

Nature Centers:

J

Chief Executive Officer

P

Brian M. Zimmerman

Vice President

216-635-3304

S T R

Debra K. Berry

216-635-3200/24-hour info
4101 Fulton Parkway
Cleveland, OH 44144
clevelandmetroparks.com

STRIPEDSKUNK

Vice President

Rental Facilities

REDFOX

President

Cleveland Metroparks
Administration Offices

MINK

Directory
Board of Park Commissioners
Bruce G. Rinker
Dan T. Moore

GROUNDHOG
Riddle
answer:RACCOON
bald eagleRIVEROTTER
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Cleveland Metroparks
216-635-3200
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MUNK
QUIRREL
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