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A large-scale, long-term
urban wildlife ecology 

project

Local Relevance
• Monitor rare species

• Study human-wildlife 
interactions & conflict

• Inform deer management

• Engage citizen scientists

Global Relevance
• CMP as model urban system

• Test fundamental ecological 
theories

• Project of unprecedented size & 
scope



207 research 
sites
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Birds
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Images that tell 
fascinating stories

Bedford Reservation

8 million images of 
wildlife and counting



First confirmed image of 
gray fox in 8 years

Mill Stream Run 
Reservation

8 million images of 
wildlife and counting



Locations of coyote 
dens

West Creek
Reservation

8 million images of 
wildlife and counting



A widespread red fox 
population revealed?

Statewide Decline

8 million images of 
wildlife and counting



Investigating predator-prey-
disease relationships

8 million images of 
wildlife and counting



Peer-reviewed Articles • Two articles published in 2018
• Moll et al. Urban Ecosystems 

paper reached ~63,000 Twitter 
users

• Two additional manuscripts to be 
submitted this fall

Products, Presentations, 
Outreach



Academic Conferences & 
Scientific Meetings

• 19 presentations and posters 
since 2016

• 4 best presentation awards
• Ohio Natural History Conference
• The Wildlife Society Annual 

Conference
• National Council for Science and 

the Environment Conference 
(Wash. DC - Invited)

Products, Presentations, 
Outreach



Public Presentations
• 26 presentations since 2016

• Western Cuyahoga Audubon

• League of Women Voters

• MSU K-12 Educator’s Summit 
Institute

Products, Presentations, 
Outreach



Outreach & Citizen Science • MSU’s Multicultural Apprenticeship 
Program

• 66 Metroparks volunteers: ~5,000 hours 
of photo ID and camera maintenance

• Zooniverse website: >5,000 citizen 
scientist volunteers in photo ID

Products, Presentations, 
Outreach



Future Directions

Monitoring deer population dynamics & management outcomes



Future Directions

Expanding fox-mouse-Lyme disease research



Future Directions

Continued engagement and training of under-represented students 
and citizen scientists
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