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Reservation Plans 

ÅReservation Plans are a CAPRA-required component of the System Plan

ÅThe plans move our six Core Goals to action. 

ÅThey help connect expenditures to the System Plan 

ÅTracking progress as we update the plans shows accountability

ÅPlans for each Reservation identify commitments to ongoing resource 
management and facility / infrastructure needs

ÅPlans are essential for the pursuit of grants and other outside funding
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Changes since 2017 Reservation Plans:

Reservation
2017 
Acreage

2025 
Acreage

Acreage 
Increase % Growth

Brookside + Zoo 310 356 46 12.9%
Garfield Park 219 224 5 2.2%
Ohio & Erie Canal 372 405 33 8.1%
Washington Park 59 68 9 13.2%

West Creek 375 572 197 34.4%

Total: 1,335 1,625 290 17.8%
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Planning Process

Kick-off: March 27th 

Initial Drafts & Discuss Area Plans: May 29th

Area Concept Plans: July 18th 

Draft Plans: early September 

Introduce to Board: September 18th 

Community Open Houses: October

Review Input / Final Recommendations: late October

Present for Board Review:  November 20th  
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Washington Park Timeline

Å1899 т Park established by the City of Cleveland
Å1910 - 7ƖŔĬŊĲШĦŸŰƚƣƖƨĦƣĲĬШŸƻĲƖШƣőĲШΥΜќШĬĲĲƓШ7ƨƖťĲШ

Brook ravine
Å1948 т  Bridge demolished for I-77 construction, 

bisecting the park
Å1967 т Republic Steel filled the ravine with 
ĦŸŰƚƣƖƨĦƣŔŸŰШĬĲĤƖŔƚЯШĦƖĲċƣŔŰŊШƣŸĬċǃќƚШŉũċƣШƣŸƓŸŊƖċƓőǃ

Å1970 т Cleveland Metropolitan Schools constructed 
the greenhouse and classrooms

Å2003 т Cleveland Metroparks opens Washington 
Reservation and Washington Park Golf Course in 
partnership with First Tee of Cleveland

Å2023 т Cleveland Metroparks lease expanded to 
include an additional 8 acres of the former campus

1912 т Cleveland Public Library Collection

1912 Street Map over current aerialCurrent view via Google Maps

Park 
Pavilion
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Common Themes

Our internal stakeholder team provided input including:
ÅÑőŔƚШǃĲċƖќƚШƓċƖťƚШŔŰШ9ƨǃċőŸŊċШ9ŸƨŰƣǃќƚШĦŸƖĲШċƖĲШċШĦŸůĤŔŰċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШũŸŰŊ-term 

protection and newer areas focused on restoration  
ÅTrails and community connections are priorities for park users
ÅThe Towpath Trail serves as a spine, linking to many secondary trails
ÅThe parks provide respite from surrounding developed areas 
ÅNatural resource management focuses on restoration and managing invasive 

species



Å Brighton Park and the Treadway Creek trail improve 
access to the Towpath; partner to address remaining 
gaps 

Å Create a gateway highlighting Cleveland Metroparks Zoo 
at the Pearl Road - Wildlife way intersection 

Å A new natural surface trail between Wildlife Way and E. 
38th St. will improve neighborhood access to the zoo

Å Study improvements to existing ballfields 
Å Improve trail connections between the valley and Park Dr. 



Å Continue successful programs at new facilities
Å Daylight portion of Mill Creek
Å Improve visibility of Mill Creek Falls area
Å Update wayfinding and awareness as Garfield 

Blvd. Connector Trail is completed
Å Continue trail improvements and neighborhood 

connections
Å Booth Avenue Connector / Slavic Village 

Downtown Connector
Å Broadway / White House Bridge 

replacement



Ohio & Erie Canal Reservation
Å Continued work with partners in the Cuyahoga River Area of 

Concern to remove or remediate Beneficial Use Impairments
Å The return of bald eagles and river otter highlight the 

improved health of the corridor
Å Continued stewardship of the Towpath Trail and Ohio & Erie 

Canal National Heritage Area
Å Key corridor linking downtown Cleveland to Cuyahoga 

Valley National Park 
Å A spine for numerous trail spurs and community 

connections
Å Recent expansion of mountain bike facilities

Å Cleveland-Cliffs Bike Park pump track
Å Expansion of mountain bike trails geared for various skill 

levels



Ohio & Erie Canal 
Reservation

Å Continued stewardship of the Towpath 
Trail, which also serves as northeast 
§őŔŸќƚШƚĲŊůĲŰƣШŸŉШƣőĲШ§őŔŸШƣŸШEƖŔĲШÑƖċŔũЯШ
linking the Ohio River to Lake Erie

Å Addition of Park Management Center
Å Pending completion of all purpose trail 

link along Garfield Boulevard to connect 
Garfield Reservation to the Towpath


