
Turtle Monitoring at 
Ohio and Erie Canal Reservation



“Because they are still living, turtles are 
commonplace objects to us; 

were they entirely extinct, their shells – the most 
remarkable defensive armor ever assumed by a 
tetrapod – would be a cause for wonder.”

– Alfred Sherwood Romer, Harvard University

Alfred Sherwood Romer, 1965
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More than half of the 331 
recognized species of turtles are 

Extinct or Threatened



• 1999 : 4 Blanding’s turtles found at OEC
• 2000 : Female lays 12 eggs behind 

CanalWay Visitor Center
• Headstart program begins
• 2002 – 2008 : 55 turtles released



• Continued monitoring
• Radio telemetry
• Meso-predator control
• Exotic species control
• Nesting site augmentation
• Public education/outreach




















