Programs are offered daily from 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. Reservations are
required for any naturalist-led program and must be made at least two
weeks prior to the program date. We recommend calling two months
ahead for programs in the spring and fall. Programs are 45 minutes to
one hour in length.
To schedule a program call 440-526-1012 and have the following ready:
1. Program choice.
2. Preferred and alternate dates and times.
3. Group name, address, phone number, email, and contact person.
4. Grade/age level and number of people in your group.
5. Any special needs of the group.
6. Directions to your site, if you are requesting a visiting naturalist.
Programs at Brecksville Nature Center or Hinckley Reservation (BNC or HiR)
• We require a minimum of 10 people per group and a maximum of
30 per group.
• Dress for the weather, programs are outdoors and held rain or shine.
• Bus vouchers may be available, call for details.
Visiting Naturalist Programs (Classroom)
• If you are unable to visit Brecksville Nature Center, a naturalist can visit 		
your Cuyahoga County or Hinckley Township classroom.
• Programs are designed for 25-30 people.
• Visiting naturalist programs can be scheduled November through March 		
(other times as staffing permits).
• When scheduling multiple classes, some programs will require the classes 		
rotate rather than the naturalist rotate rooms.
Many existing programs can be customized to meet your needs.
Looking for something other than what is offered in this
program guide? Call to discuss
options.
All programs (except All
Aboard: Floating Water Lab
and Nature Pontoon Float)
are provided FREE of charge.

Pre-K

Chickadee Trail
Experience life as a chickadee.
Discover the basic needs of these
birds and how they survive. The trail will
guide us on an interactive investigation
through the chickadee’s habitat.

BNC

Kindergarten

Busy Beavers
Classroom
Beavers are professionals at changing the environment to meet their needs.
Students will see first-hand the many special adaptations of these magnificent
mammals. Teacher participation is required. 30 minute program.
Form Fits Function
Classroom
Living things are made of parts which allow them to function and survive.
Students will compare a variety of bird beaks and discover how they help birds
eat specific foods. Special Note: Teacher assistance is required.
Ohio Animals
BNC or Classroom
Animals all have unique features that help them survive in a specific environment.
Students will get to compare animal skulls, hold the feet of various birds and discover the many adaptations that aid animals in meeting their basic needs. Classes
visiting BNC will also hike through the forest looking for signs of animal activity.
Get the Dirt on Worms
Students will conduct experiments to determine what
conditions are favorable for red worms, and learn how
they can turn “garbage” into soil.

Classroom

Grade 1

Form Fits Function
Classroom
We are surrounded by birds year round. Discover how birds use their beaks to
reach and capture specific food items. Several beak designs will be explored.
Special Note: This program requires space for stations that students will rotate
through and teacher assistance may be required. If scheduling multiple classes,
each class must rotate to the room in which the program is set up.
BNC
Homes & Habitats
Explore a forest, creek, and prairie to discover how and why plants and animals
live in certain habitats.
Winter Survival
Classroom
Winter is a season of rain, snow, sleet, and ice. Discover the adaptations that
enable Ohio plants and animals to survive these harsh conditions.

Grade 2

Busy Beavers
Classroom
Beavers are professionals at changing the environment to meet their needs.
Students will see first-hand the many special adaptations of these magnificent
mammals. Teacher participation is required. 30 minute program.
BNC
Ecosystem Ecology
There are several fascinating, beautiful and diverse ecosystems within Brecksville
Reservation. Take an in-depth look at a forest, prairie or creek or visit all three.
Explore the diversity of organisms, habitats and food webs.
Classroom
Enviroscape
This tabletop activity is the perfect aid for every classroom. Students will see the
effects of water on the landscape, how pollution travels through the watershed
and discuss ways we can reduce erosion and slow the flow of water.
Classroom
Get the Dirt on Worms
Students will conduct experiments to determine what conditions are favorable
for red worms, and learn how they can turn “garbage” into soil.
Homes & Habitats
BNC
Explore a forest, creek, and prairie to discover how and why plants and animals
live in certain habitats.
Water & Weather Matters
Classroom
Causing changes to the states of water will help students understand the water
cycle and the need to conserve this vital resource. Seasonal weather patterns will
also be discussed.

Grade 3

Form Fits Function
Classroom
Living things have characteristics which allow them to function and survive in
a particular habitat. This interactive program allows students to test a variety of
beak types and food items, analyzing which beaks will be successful.
Special Note: This program requires space for stations that students will rotate
through and teacher assistance may be required. If scheduling multiple classes,
each class must rotate to the room in which the program is set up.
Insects Win!
BNC or Classroom
We will work with live insects to learn how their structure, life cycles and behavior
have enabled them to become the dominant animals on the surface of the earth.
Classes that come to BNC will explore the prairie in search of the many insects that call
the prairie home. (Field trip option July - mid-October)
Intro to Life Cycles
Classroom
Some plants and animals have life cycles that are specialized for survival in a
specific habitat. This program will introduce the
life cycle of several different plants and animals.
Nature Recycles, So Can You
BNC
Observe a number of ways in which nature
recycles resources. Learn how you can help by
Reducing, Reusing, and Recycling.
Plant Life Cycles
Classroom
Enhance your life cycle unit with a hands-on
exploration of the reproductive parts of a
flower. Each student will have the opportunity
to dissect their own flower after we review the
basic anatomy of a plant and tree.
Rocks Rule!
Classroom
Students will explore rock samples, identifying
the properties of rocks and types of rocks.
They will conclude with an investigation of soil.
Spring Amphibians
Classroom
Students will discover the life cycles of several Ohio amphibians. Learn why vernal
pool habitat is critical to the reproduction and survival of frogs and salamanders.

Grade 4

Ecosystem Ecology
BNC
There are several fascinating, beautiful and diverse ecosystems within Brecksville
Reservation. Take an in-depth look at a forest, prairie or creek or visit all three.
Explore the diversity of organisms, habitats and food webs.
HiR
Shaping the Earth
Bring your class out to Hinckley Reservation for a field trip. We will hike through
Whipp’s Ledges and find ourselves surrounded by massive rock formations.
Students will see the effects of weathering on the face of these giants and will
find an actual plant fossil. Your field trip will conclude with a ride around Hinckley
Lake (on your transportation) with stops to see sedimentation in the Rocky River
and erosion along the shoreline. Please plan 1.5 hours at Hinckley Reservation for
this field trip.
Classroom
Weathering & Erosion
Through classroom experimentation students will identify if changes have been
caused by erosion or weathering.
Special Note: This program requires space for five stations that students will
rotate through and teacher assistance may be required. Please allow a minimum
of 1 hour for this program with 10 minutes between each class. If scheduling
multiple classes, each class must rotate to the room in which the program is set
up.

Grade 5

Ecosystem Ecology
BNC
There are several fascinating, beautiful and diverse ecosystems within Brecksville
Reservation. Take an in-depth look at a forest, prairie or creek or visit all three.
Explore the diversity of organisms, habitats and food webs.
Intro to Ecosystems
Classroom
Relationships of organisms in an
ecosystem are complex. Students
will define and identify ecosystems and learn about the food
web and transfer of energy in
this interactive program.

Grade 6

Rocks Rule!
Classroom
Geology tells the story of Ohio. Explore the properties of minerals and learn
about the rock cycle.

Grade 7

Ecosystem Ecology
BNC
Take an in-depth look at a forest,
prairie or creek or visit all three.
Learn about photosynthesis and
the flow of energy in these
ecosystems.

Other Programs

All Aboard: Floating Water Lab
HiR
(Grade 5 and up)
Your students will become scientists as they conduct water quality tests, collect
plankton, record data, and use their results to learn about lake ecology. Program
offered in Hinckley Reservation only. (mid-May - mid-October)
Fee: $30 per group. (Call for details)
Autumn Leaves
BNC
Students will identify and classify 12 common trees using a simple leaf guide.
Explore photosynthesis and its importance in energy flow through the forest
ecosystem. (October - mid-November)
Spring Wildflowers
BNC
Students will learn to identify spring wildflowers while hiking through the
woodlands of Brecksville Reservation. We will discuss plant structure and how this
relates to food production, growth and reproduction. (April & May)
Nature Pontoon Float
HiR
Your group can take a leisurely boat cruise around Hinckley Lake to discover
the wildlife that lives in and around Hinckley Lake. Binoculars provided.
(mid-May - mid-October)
Fee: $50 per group (up to 10 people)
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