
Golf in Cleveland 
Metroparks

KAREN LAKUS
HISTORICAL INTERPRETER





Sleepy Hollow opened Memorial Day,1924

Operated by private club until 1963

Designed by Stanley 

Thompson, a strong 

proponent of the 

"minimalist" or "natural" 

design philosophy. "Nature 

must always be the 

architect's model," he wrote 

in 1923.



Charlie Sifford

First African American on 

PGA Tour 

Sleepy Hollow Pro 1975-88 

World Golf Hall of Fame  

Presidential Medal of 

Freedom

"... and in the end I 

won. I got a lot of 

black people playing 

golf. That's good 

enough. If I had to do 

it over again, exactly 

the same way, I 

would.''



PD 5-17-25

1920’s 

First wave of 

popularity in U.S.



1925 – Golf Course #2/Little Met  

1926 – Golf Course #1/Big Met 



Big Met - Stanley Thompson designed course

25 to 50 cents for 9 holes 



First golf 

cart 

rental 

Big Met 

1977



Manakiki 

Course built late-1920’s on former Howard Hanna Estate

1944 – Browns sell grounds and building to park for $1

Remained private until 1961



Donald Ross 

designed course:

“Every hole is 

different which I 

believe is the most 

splendid feature of 

this very splendid 

course.”



1950’s 2nd wave of popularity - 1959 Shawnee Hills opens                      

* CM Golf Department established*



Hannah Jane Egbert gravestone - 10th green to 11th tee



Mastick Woods opened 1965. 

The course layout was completed 

by Harry Burkhardt, the first 

superintendent of golf for 

Cleveland Metroparks.



2006 Washington

Cleveland Metroparks, 

City of Cleveland, First 

Tee and CMSD create

learning golf course at 

Washington Park

Forest City Park 1889-1920



Seneca

Built by WPA 

workers 

Opened 1940

Acquired in 

2011 from 

Cleveland

99 year lease 

for $1

Carling Open 1959



Archery Golf @ 

Little Met

Winter Golf @ 

Sleepy Hollow

Footgolf @ 

Mastick Woods



Thank you!


