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Background:
What led to this study



Cleveland Metroparks Eastern Coyote
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Analysis of 261 public coyote reports: 
October 2013-September 2016



West Creek Reservation



Initial camera monitoring in areas of reports



Active coyote dens in area of concern



Coyote response to staff off trail



Coyote response to staff off trail



2017 initial trail monitoring project 
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Trail use



Trail use and dogs off leash







Collared female home range
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Cleveland Metroparks: Jonathon Cepek, Wildlife Ecologist; Dr. Terry Robison, 
Director of Natural Resources; Dr. Pam Dennis, Zoo Epidemiologist; Dr. Patrick 
Lorch, Manager of Field Research; Elizabeth Clingman, volunteer coordinator. 
MSU RECaP lab: Dr. Robert Montgomery, RECaP lab director; Remington Moll, 
PhD. student; Waldo Ortiz, undergraduate intern; Clara Lepard, undergraduate 
technician.



Coyote behavior

High human activity Low human activity



West Creek Case Study
Opportunity to further study trail use 

from August 2018 as new mountain bike 
trails are established 

through bootleg trail closure in 2020







Understand when wildlife uses trails 
(season, time of day)



Understand how wildlife responds to pets

Photo by Janet Kessler



Use results for outreach and education

• 
• 

)9r1atlhor). Cep,eK, Wild life Ecolog ist 

Cleveland Metroparks --

• 



Use results for policies and regulations

STAY ON 
DESIGNATED 

K~*~~~~~D TRAilS 

LEASH LAWS 
STRiCTlY ENFORCEO 

ALL ANIMALS MUST BE 
UNDER RESTRAINT 



Use results for preventative measures
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Prevent conflict with the times trails are used



Prevent conflict from off trail use



Prevent conflict with free roaming pets
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Coexisting with wildlife

GUARDIANS 
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Consider the reality of the situation



Questions?
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Extra slides



Understand what uses trails

Species
Percent trail use 

(5min)
Percent trail use 

(10min)

TRLCREW 61.88% 57.50%

HUMAN 56.82% 54.90%

DOGDOM 52.69% 51.49%

RABBIT 50.00% 25.00%

CATDOM 29.55% 28.03%

DEER 28.90% 22.72%

COYOTE 27.68% 27.12%

OPOSSM 20.69% 20.69%

RDFOX 17.65% 17.65%

RCOON 4.78% 2.39%



Reported events of concern

Aggressive
(12)

Attack
(5)

Approach
(2)

Following
(5)



Situations for 14 reports with concerns 
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Dog chased coyote

Saw coyote in park

Saw coyote in yard

Coyote chasing deer

Coyotes killing rabbits

Heard howling, barking, growling

Found deer remains in yard

Heard coyotes moving in bushes

Neighbor's dog chased by coyote



Coyote interaction
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1

1

1

2

4

Pet was attacked by coyote

Coyote approached pet when it
came out of house

Following & barking (dog off leash,
off trail)

Following (dog on leash)

Following & barking

Following & barking (dog on leash)



Coyote interaction
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Pet was attacked by coyote

Coyote approached pet when it
came out of house

Following & barking (dog off leash,
off trail)

Following (dog on leash)

Following & barking

Following & barking (dog on leash)


