Rocky River Nature Center
24000 Valley Parkway | North Olmsted, Ohio 44070
(440) 734-6660 | rockyrivernc@clevelandmetroparks.com

Programs are typically offered daily from 9:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Reservations are required for any naturalist-led program
Appointments must be made at least two weeks in advance
Three months in advance is recommended
Programs listed can be presented for ANY age group.
To request a program, please have:
• Program choice
• Preferred and alternate dates and times. Please note - in May and
October, programs can take place only at Rocky River Nature Center
• Group name, contact name, address, email and telephone number
• Number of participants in your group. Please note - we require a
minimum of 10 participants
• Age of participants
Things to remember:
• Programs are held rain, snow or shine. Dress to be outdoors
• Call if you are unable to keep your appointment or if your group
size changes
• Programs at Rocky River Nature Center will last at least one hour
• Programs at your location will last 30 minutes to one hour
Bus Vouchers
Schools in Cuyahoga County and Hinckley Township may apply for a
reimbursement of up to $150 from the Field Trip Transportation Fund to
support the cost of using buses. Vouchers will cover one field trip per year
per class. Please inquire about the process and how to apply.

BIOLOGY
Bradley Woods (Bradley Woods Reservation)
(life science, habitats, interdependencies, Ohio history)
Bradley Woods Reservation transverses the only swamp forest in Cleveland
Metroparks. There is also a meadow, field, lake, and vernal pool area created by an
abandoned Berea sandstone quarry site. Explore these unique habitats and learn
the characteristics that define each area. Outdoor facilities only.
Backbone Bonanza
(describe, compare, sort, classify, and order)
Learn about animals with backbones and some characteristics that distinguish
them. Also learn basic classification of animals. Perfect for preschool ages 3-4.
Classify This!
(Ohio plants and animals, classification, comparisons,
adaptation, food chains and webs, biodiversity and cycles)
Distinguishing differences in characteristics
of organisms takes practice. For older students,
this program will provide an introduction to
use of dichotomous keys to sort out differences
among Ohio plants and animals. This program
also focuses on the interconnections of living
things by exploring food chains and webs.
Younger students will focus on differences
between living and non-living things.
Grow as We Go
(describe, compare, sort, classify, and order)
Explore the life cycles of familiar wildlife and understand that living things grow
and change. Perfect for preschool ages 4-5.
Habitat Detectives
(adaptations, basic needs, gathering data, habitats, interdependencies, food chains
and webs)
Food, water, shelter and space: habitats provide humans and animals with
everything that is needed for survival. Join a naturalist to investigate how
animals live in different Ohio ecosystems, such as forests, rivers and wetlands.

Lake Erie (Huntington Reservation)
(life science, gathering data, watershed, Ohio wildlife, lake ecology, interdependencies)
Lake Erie’s importance extends far beyond the beach and the fish. The diversity of
wildlife that lives in and depends on the Lake Erie watershed is immense. Meet us
at Huntington Reservation for a hands-on learning experience to discover the
watershed, wildlife and the human impacts on our Great Lake Erie.
Outdoor facilities only.
Nature Connections
(adaptations, food chains, predator – prey, carrying capacity, cooperative play)
This energetic program will introduce the habitats around Rocky River Nature
Center while using ecology-based games to learn wildlife concepts such as; food
chains, wildlife management, carrying capacity, predator - prey relationships and
animal adaptations.
Nature Through the Senses
(senses, adaptations, observation of living things, respect for living things)
Join us to discover how people and animals use their senses. See, smell and hear
the wonders of nature in this guided nature experience. Use the five senses to
learn about nature.
Ohio Wildlife
(Ohio plants and animals, adaptations, food
webs and chains, habitats, classifications,
respect for living things)
Ohio is host to some of the most amazing
wildlife on the planet. Each species has
special adaptations that allow them to
succeed in their habitat. From wetlands to
meadows and forests to river, learn more
about the creatures that call Ohio habitats home.
Pond Safari
(collecting data, adaptations, ecosystems, comparison, interdependencies,
human impact on ecosystems, cycles, wetlands)
This program invites participants to catch and release pond creatures in order to
determine the health of the habitat. Available at the pond only during warm
weather months.

Reptiles and Amphibians
(adaptations, food webs and chains, habitats
and classification) Turtles, snakes, frogs and
salamanders are all amazing creatures that
give us a glimpse into the lives of wild animals.
Meet live animals during this program to discover
what separates reptiles and amphibians from the
rest of the animal kingdom.
River Exploration
(collecting data, adaptations, ecosystems, comparison,
interdependencies, human impact on ecosystems, cycles)
Investigators will capture a variety of aquatic vertebrates and invertebrates from
the Rocky River to discover their amazing adaptations. Only available in the warm
weather months and when the river water levels and temperatures are
acceptable.
Step into Nature
(positive outdoor experience, hiking etiquette and safety)
Immerse yourselves into the natural realm along the wild woods and wetlands of
Rocky River Reservation. A naturalist will introduce the basics of hiking etiquette
and safety.
What’s New in Nature?
(data collection, scientific process, drawing conclusions
based on observation)
What will the current season bring? Tracks in the
snow? Newly hatched birds? Blooming wildflowers?
Brightly colored fall leaves? Explore the trails with
us to discover what natural events are occurring.

GEOLOGY
The Fossil Record
(data collection, adaptations, fossils as evidence, evolution)
Explore the earth’s history through the fossil
record and evolution. Devonian fossil fish
found in the area like Dunkleosteus and
shark species will be highlights.

Rocks and Minerals
(rock cycles, earth systems, adaptations, data collection)
Two thousand acres of Rocky River Reservation offer many possibilities for
discovering geologic wonders. This program features the three families of rocks
and their mineral ingredients. It also includes a hike near the river to examine
rocks and to discuss weathering and erosion.

HISTORY
History Hike: Rocky River Reservation
(Ohio history, communities, heritage)
Our roots tell us a lot about where we’ve been and we are going. The impact
pioneers had is evident right here in the Rocky River Reservation. This program
features a hike around Frostville Museum to view buildings of the first settlers of
the area.
Maple Sugaring: From Sunlight to Syrup
(Ohio history, senses, use of natural resources,
photosynthesis, Ohio plants, life cycles, classification,
energy transfer, physical properties, changes in
technology over time, processes)
Experience the process of maple sugaring
in this outdoor program that combines science,
natural and cultural history. Observe methods
used by American Indians and pioneers to
produce sugar. See maple syrup produced
in a modern sugarbush. Only available during
the first two weeks of March.
Woodland Indians of Ohio
(Ohio history, human adaptations, basic needs, use of natural resources)
How did the early people of our area survive in the wilds of Ohio?
See examples of their tools, food, clothing and shelter. Walk in the same woods
where prehistoric people once walked. Climb Fort Hill to view ancient American
Indian earthworks.

SUSTAINABILITY
Growing the Future
(food webs, energy transfer, adaptations, habitats, soil and water cycles, Ohio wildlife,
use of natural resources)
All living things need energy, but as our world continues to change, fewer
sources of healthy, local foods are available to humans and wildlife alike.
Explore how themes of gardening, food production and wildlife conservation
merge to create a more resilient imagining of the future. This indoor/outdoor
program is available May - October.
Sustainable Systems
(adaptations, earth systems, use of natural resources, changes in technology over time,
processes, drawing conclusions based on observations)
Humans are part of the natural world and our choices impact the future for
all living things on our planet. Learn about how our current infrastructure and
systems are changing as a result of cutting edge concepts in sustainable design
and living. Explore how our local ecosystems are being impacted by land and
water use policy and climate change effects. Short hike follows indoor
presentation.
Custom Programs
Does your group need a special
topic or time not listed? Are you a scout
group working toward a specific pin,
patch or badge? We offer educational
nature programs to a variety of
community organizations and we will
make an effort to meet your special
program needs.
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