
2017 Reservation Plan Updates
Big Creek, Brookside, Washington, Ohio & Erie Canal, and 
Garfield Park Reservations
Presentation to the Board of Park Commissioners 
December 14, 2017



2017 Schedule
Work Session 1 Kick off – January
Work Session 2    Initial Concept – March
Outside Stakeholder Meetings – April 
Work Session 3 Concept Review – May 
Leadership / Chiefs Review – July /August  
Draft to Board September

Open Houses Sept. 12, 13, 19, and 20 
Garfield Park & North Chagrin Centennial Concerts 
Vital Neighborhoods Picnic in Brookside
Discussions with Brooklyn, Old Brooklyn CDC, 
Newburgh Heights, Slavic Village CDC, Garfield Hts., 
Cuyahoga Hts., Big Creek Connects, West Creek 
Conservancy

Work Session 4 Final Review – October
Final to Board December



Reservation Attributes
Shared challenges  
• Isolation and barriers (creeks, topography, railroads, highways) 
• Wayfinding
• Visitor comfort
• Some aging infrastructure

Assets and advantages
• Brookside and Garfield have been used as parks since 1890s 
• Mature trees and some relatively undisturbed areas
• Good ‘bones’ – circulation patterns and infrastructure
• Opportunity to positively impact surrounding communities
• Urban greenways – trails and linear parks not surrounded by 

additional parkland
• Provide green infrastructure and stream corridor protection in the 

midst of developed areas







Big Creek
• Connections – protect Big Creek 

corridor, add trail loops, and improve 
park to park connections

• Partner with neighboring 
communities to improve access 
to/from trail 









• Trail and neighborhood 
connections
– Lake to Lake north to Rocky 

River Reservation
– Memphis to Brookpark Link

• Fern Hill Picnic Area 
improvements 
– Reduce wildlife feeding

• Baldwin Creek – pursue 
upstream conservation to 
protect water quality

Initial Priorities – Big Creek Reservation



Brookside
• Support for park as a hub for 

active recreation
• Improve neighborhood and 

regional connections – various 
locations; approaches include 
steps, trails, signage

• Support the function and mission 
of the Zoo





• Cleveland Metroparks Zoo
– Incorporate green infrastructure in 

parking lots
– Maintain contact with owner of 

private inholding
– Coordinate ongoing improvements

• Connections within the park
– Denison Avenue / Wildlife Way 
– Fulton Parkway /Brookside Event 

Center (stairs)
– Muriel and 38th / Wildlife Way

• Connections to surrounding 
neighborhoods and other parks 

Initial Priorities – Brookside Reservation



Washington
• Newburgh Heights plan for trail along south 

side of Harvard and connections across I-77 
• Interest in play and exercise areas and 

improved restroom as well as streetscape 
improvements

• Support for additional lighting





• Trail and neighborhood 
connections
– Partner to link along Harvard Rd. 
– Work with proposed routes incl. 

Downtown Connector and 
existing pedestrian bridge to 
better link to neighborhoods 
east of I-77

• Arborview Picnic Area – add 
flush restroom and lighting

• Expand park property where 
feasible

Initial Priorities – Washington Reservation



Ohio & Erie Canal
• Interest in linking to neighborhoods 

west of Cuyahoga River
• Improve 49th Street entrance and 

general access and circulation
• Understanding of ongoing obligations 

with Towpath maintenance







• Trail and neighborhood 
connections 
– Partner to link along Harvard Road
– Pursue connections to Mill Creek 

Falls as well as Garfield Boulevard 
to Garfield Park

• Develop standards for Towpath 
and canal management / 
treatment of canal’s banks

• Cuyahoga River 
– Work with partners to address the 

Cuyahoga River Area of Concern 
designation and continue 
upstream mitigation efforts

– Promote kayak access and state 
water trail designation

Initial Priorities – Ohio & Erie Canal Reservation



Garfield Park
• Support for pond
• Groups using shelters sometimes impact neighbors
• Several requests to have restrooms at Mill Creek
• Lots of interest in new shelter / picnic area 

/restroom improvements
• Support for enforcement presence and 

maintenance efforts





• Windy Ridge Picnic Area 
– Reconfigure drive and parking

– Add flush restroom, new shelter, and 
trailhead amenities to help activate 
trail to Mill Creek Falls (remove 
Trolley Turn canopy)

• Old Birch Picnic Area – Add flush 
restroom and fitness equipment

• Mill Creek Falls – Add flush restroom, 
shelter, and play area

• Garfield Pond – Incorporate historic 
elements in development of Wolf 
Creek stream restoration/pond 
feature

Initial Priorities – Garfield Park Reservation
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