
“The wonderful, wide open book of nature”

Early Outdoor Education 

in Cleveland Metroparks



In 1928 amendments to House Bill 183 allowed 

metropolitan park districts in Ohio to:

Cooperate with museums and other institutions not 

operated for profit for the purpose of broadening the 

educational scope of the Park system



1929 – Nature trails established in 

Brecksville, North Chagrin, South 

Chagrin and Rocky River



Arthur Baldwin Williams

1930- Contract with Cleveland Museum of 

Natural History for A. B. Williams to act as 

naturalist for Cleveland Metroparks



1931

First Trailside Museum 

North Chagrin Reservation



Rocky River Trailside 

Museum opens1936



Brecksville  Trailside Museum

Opens  1939



“ . . . a different story to tell .”

North Chagrin- Beech-Maple Forest

Rocky River-Northern Ohio Flood Plain Forest

Brecksville-Oak-Hickory Forest



“The real exhibit 

was the whole park 

Itself”



Harold Wallin









Thank You!


