
Smart Shopper Scavenger Hunt 
 

 

 

Grade Level 
 

Grade 4 
 
Objective 
 

This activity is designed to help your at-home student recognize themselves as scientists 
and think critically about problem-solving. The goal is to help your student practice 
critical thinking skills. As with all lessons provided, please feel free to adapt them 
according to your students’ abilities. Take these ideas, make them your own and your 
at-home students will have a greater chance at success. 

 
Background 
 

Bornean orangutans live in the dense forests of Borneo. They spend their days high up 
in the trees with other members of their family eating and resting. Much of their habitat 
is made up of oil palm trees. These types of trees produce a vegetable oil called palm oil. 
Palm oil is a very common ingredient in the things we eat and use every day – packaged 
foods, soaps and detergents, and make-up. To harvest this oil, trees must be cut down 
and processed. Entire forests are being removed. This is causing orangutans to lose their 
habitat, one of the resources all living things need to survive.  
 
The Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) works with companies to ensure the 
palm oil used in their products is sustainable, meaning they are harvested in a 
responsible way so as not to harm or disrupt the organisms that live in the habitat 
where the trees are harvested (including orangutans).  

 
Procedures 
 

1. Explain to your student that they will be going on a scavenger hunt throughout the 
house. Anything with an ingredients list can be included.  

2. Explain that many household items include an ingredient called palm oil. Some products 
come from companies that use sustainable palm oil, but some products come from 
companies that use palm oil that was harvested in a way that harmed orangutan 
populations.  



3. Have your student find 10 household items that include palm oil as an ingredient (you 
can change this number if you have more or less time). Using the sheet below, have 
them record the product name and company that makes the product.  

4. Once they are done with their scavenger hunt, have them use the shopping guide 
provided at the end of this activity to research the products and/or companies. Have 
them identify if the product uses sustainable palm oil or not by writing a “yes” or a “no” 
next to each product name. 

5. Once they have their list, have them identify their favorite thing on the list that contains 
sustainable palm oil. This could be something they eat or use. Have them write a letter 
to the company that makes this product. In it, they should identify what the product is, 
why they like it so much, and how eating/using this product helps (or does not harm) 
orangutan populations.  

 
Optional Extension 
 

6. If they find a product that does not use sustainable palm oil and they have access to a 
computer or tablet, have them research what a better alternative would be.  

7. Additionally, they could also write a letter to the company that makes this product, 
letting them know how using this product harms orangutans. 

 
Standards 

Ohio Academic Content Standards 

Grade 4 Life Science Topic: Earth’s Living History 

 Changes in an organism’s environment are sometimes beneficial to its survival and sometimes 
 harmful. 
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